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FROM THE SNOWCEM FILE:— 


does not brush, peel or fla 








THE CEMENT MARKETING COMPANY LIMITED 
Portiand House, Tothill Street, London, $.W.! 
or G. & T. EARLE LTO., WILMINGTON, HULL 
THE SOUTH WALES PORTLAND CEMENT & LIME Co. Lid., 
Penarth, Gleam. 
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ALUMINIUM 
WiInbows 
NEED NO PAINT 


—EVEN HERE! 





Williams and Williams 
dluminium windows are now 
made in standard and ‘Z’* ranges 
and purpose made types 


You can expose a 

Williams and Williams aluminium 
window to all the corrosion of sea air, 
to fog, to sulphurous smoke, and 
the poisonous atmosphere of a big 
city, and it won't care. This 
window never needs painting. if 
you would like more information 
about aluminium windows, 

just telephone your nearest 
Williams and Williams office 


ee a Te 


METAL WINDOWS BALE Cee Ta 


CHESTER 
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NEW LABORATORIES AT WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOR THE RESEARCH DEPARTMENT, I.C.!. PLASTICS DIVISION 


Archaect: E, D, Jefferiss Mathews, Esq., O.B.E., F.R.ILB.A. of Messrs. J. D. Douglass Mathews and Part: 


General Contractors ; Holland & Hannen and Cubitts Ltd. 


Another ‘Holoplast 
Achievement... 


Tradition plus— 


The “Holoplast’ Structural 
Cavitied Panel 


use d for 


External Claddin 
Movable Walls 
Labor itory Benches 


Furniture 


HOLOPLAST LIMITED. SALES OFFICE: 116, VICTORIA ST., LONDON 
Tel.: ViCtoria 9354/7 and 9981. Head Office and Works: New Hythe, ‘ istor 
OTHER HOLOPLAST PRODUCTS INCLUDE * DECORPLAS! 
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KINNEAR SHUTTERS 


- COX CLOTHING 
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Contractors ; Messrs. Westgates (Norwich) Ltd 


Messrs. Cox Clothing Co. Ltd., Norwich. 
Stores in Ashby Street, Southwell Road, fitted with Kinnear Shutter. 


Above illustrations show a Shutter fitted within the opening : i.e., between jambs and under lintol, and 
therefore encroaching on the opening by the width of guides and depth of coil. Operation of Shutter is 


by means of endless chain and gearing as shown on right-hand side of interior view. 





The oldest interlocking slat Shutters 
still working in this Country are 
Kinnear ; 

There are several installations now 
over 50 years old 











Sole Manufacturers: 


ARTHUR L. GIBSON & Co., LTD. 


Twickenham, Middlesex 
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— COPPER TUBES — 


for panel heating 
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All the advantages of ‘Kuterlon’ copper tubing in ordinary plumbing practice apply 
equally in the installation of radiant panel heating. In particular, it is qui 
laid since the long length coils eliminate frequent joints. 
‘Kuterlon’ is durable, corrosion-resistant and very easily manipulated and bent 
The Technical Service Department of I.C.1. Metals Division is well equipped 
to advise on the use of ‘Kuterlon’ copper tubing. A complete range of suitable 
fittings is made by Fyffe & Co. Lid., a subsidiary of I.C.I 


KUTERLON' =>: ime 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED, LONDON, S.W.! 
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We did ? Well in a more discreet fashion your decorating must do the same — one eye-catching 
job leads inevitably to the next. And that’s where Cerrux Decorative Paints can help you 
enormously. These carefully balanced Cerrux Paints, available in almost every likeable tint 
and for every conceivable decorative task, look fresh, stay fresh and give lasting 
protection. We believe they are the kind of paints that could even make 
painting railings an adventure and, certainly, they make the most detailed 

i interior decorating a pleasure. They are the craftsman’s dream. And how they 

build up business! You know decorating, we know paint — 


let’s get together on your next job! 





A 
CERRUX DECORATIVE PAINTS CELLON 


PRODUCT 





LON LIMITED * KINGSTON-ON-THAMES * PHONE: KINGSTON 1234 


CVS-777 
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ML i in DOCK & HARBOUR INSTALLATIONS 


Where goods worth millions of pounds are being handled every year, fir 
risks simply must be cut to the minimum. So Pyrotenax M.1. electric 
cables are widely used in docks all round the country, in sheds, oil 
storage installations, grain silos and cranes. But this all-mineral cable 
is not only extremely tough and fire-resisting: it is also vermin-prow! 
and virtually indestructible. It needs no conduits, indoors or out, is 
easily installed, requires no maintenance and never needs renewing 
A ‘safe, permanent investment. If you are an engineer ask for our 
Technical Data, but if you are a non-technical man ask for our booklet 
“Current Carrying.” 


* Mineral Insulated Cables for Distribution and Control 


PYROTENAX IS AN EXCLUSIVE TRADE MARK NAME AND MUST 
ONLY BE USED TO DESIGNATE CABLES AND OTHER PRODUCTS QO e cn aX | 
MANUFACTURED BY THIS COMPANY AND ITS ASSOCIATES Cc A B L E S 


PYROTENAX LIMITED HEBBURN- tay TYNE 


PHONE HEBBL N 32244 
LONDON : Phone. ABBEY 1654/5 e BIRMINGHAM 


MIDLAND 1265 
GLASGOW : Phone. CENTRAL 2238 e MANCHESTER : Phone. BLACKFRIARS 6946 
GD 62 


























Made in Canada 


PREVENTS 


CONDENSATION 
cs 


PROVIDES 
SOUND 


ABSORPTION 
* 


HIGH MOISTURE 


RESISTANCE 
. 


EVEN 
TEMPERATURES 
MAINTAINED 
WITH ECONOMY 
IN FUEL 
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BITUMEN- BONDED 
INSULATION BOARD 
































bit 


(4 layers 


For wall and ceiling lining, decorated or 


plastered, and for 


permanent concrete 


shuttering. Also for concrete, timber, steel 
deck, pitched, asphalt and steel-frame roofs 


Photograph t irtesy of A. R. & W. Cleaves I 





THE FOREMOST NAME IN TIMBER 
HARDWOODS - SOFTWOODS - DOORS - VENEERS 
PLYWOOD - HARDBOARDS 


INSULATION BOARDS 





A, Ne 
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FOR MAXIMUM INSULATION 
specify 


——— total thickness 7 16” 





Suspended ceiling in “B.P.” (Bitumen Bonded) Insula- 
tion Board by the Gliksten Method of Metal Fixing. 
Thermal and accoustical insulation can be simply and 
economically carried out in old or new buildings by local 
contractors. Panels can be easily removed and replaced 
for access to services, etc. 





GLIKSTEN BUILDING MATERIALS, CARPENTERS ROAD, LONDON, E.15. Telephone: AMHerst 4444 


ool Office 





87, Lord Street. Telephone: Central 7576 
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OUR NEW 
DIRECT OII 
FIRED TUNNEI 


production methods ensure tiles I a gg oe digs 


pr ing ] 
ensures improved itput wv ontinua 
of th uper juZ ark rea 


of uniform colour each as hard & J +: $9» wom murs 


pelea pres til mad 


# NN durable as the next—at J" = Schools, Kt 


AL80 AVAILASLE —~ WINDMILI 


‘ataads |) KEEN COMPETITIVE PRICES § viwecce 


J and 2 straight cuts 
also available 


‘ | | WINDMILL red quarry tiles 


LAST TEN YEARS LONGER 


Y 6 x@ xt Send your enquiries, or ask for our representative to call, to 
BULL NOSE 


tor oh es si THE ALLIED BRICK & TILE WORKS LTD. 


6-7 QUEEN STREET, LONDON, E.C Tel: CITY 2725 Works MBDE 


ARR 








weather caineae 


Although scientists have achieved some success in pro 
ducing rain, there is no method of preventing it raining 
which taken by and large is probably all for the best 


Whatever the future may bring, at the present tim: 
we can ensure 100°, protection against the weather 
For weatherproofing and waterproofing buildings 
PLASTEX is invaluable It is not affected by 
temperature, will not wash away, and will remain 
permanently in position in either hot or cold weather 
PLASTEX will stick to any surface, and is used just 
as supplied without applying heat It can be applied 
with trowel or putty knife, from 4 inch to 1 inch thick 
according to requirements A sure protection 
against rain and snow-water 


9 L A S j p A READY FOR USE PLASTIC COMPOUND 
FOR 


: REPAIRING ROOFS OF ALL TYPES 
44 ib. of *PLASTEX’ will cover 100 sq. fc. 
4 inch thick STOPPING LEAKS 
COVERING NEW ROOFS 
RE-COVERING FELT ROOFS 


REPAIRING & WATERPROOFING ALL TYPES OF BRICKWORK 


\DB) WATERPROOFING CONSTRUCTIONS BELOW 

“K DUSSEK BROTHERS & CO.,LTD. j GROUND LeveL 

tip = STOPPING CRACKS IN BRICKWORK, WOOD 
THAMES ROAD, CRAYFORD, KENT. \ 


WORK & METALWORK 
Telephone. Bexleyheath 2000 (5 lines) 
WATERPROOFING JOINTS ROUND SKYLIGHTS, 
WINDOW SASHES & REPAIRING GUTTERS 
556 





ARCHITECT and Building N 


Steel to Steel =Structural Sense 


Steel + Steel =Structural Stability 


RUBEROID STEEL ROOF DECK 


Lhe Ruberoid Company Ltd. for some of the most outstanding 
realised the possibilities of light- roofing contracts in the world, 
weight steel roofing units 25 years including India, Singapore, Lraq, 
ago and the modern Ruberoid Steel Java, South Africa, France, Belgium, 
Roof Deck represents a tremendou and the Argentine. There is not a 
investment of long-term research town or city in the British Isles 
and dey clopment. which does not contain buildings 
Ruberoid Steel Deck has been used ' roofed with Ruberoid Steel Deck. 


THE ROOF WITH REGORD PERFORMANCE 


ot fe: 


Veo 


FOR SPEED FOR ADAPTABILITY 


Many of the largest roofs in Because of its simple construction Ruberoid Steel Deck lends itself 
the world are of Ruberoid Steel and the lightness of the individual to every type of roof surface, 
Deck as, for instance, the 50 inits, Ruberoid Steel Deck can curved, flat or pitched. On the 
acre roof of a building for the be erected in record time. A Bristol Brabazon hangar, for in- 
Ministry of Aircraft Production 34,000-sq.-yd. factory roof was stance, it was employed on all the 
Factories completed in 27 working days. sloping, flat and vertical areas. 








The Ruberoid Contract Department 
places its wide and long experience with all types of roofing problems 
lreely at the disposal of architects : consultations at the design stage 
can, and often do, result in structural economy. The Department 
indertakes the supply and fixing of Ruberoid Roofing specifications 
on any scale from convenient centres throughout the British Isles. 


Write for Ilustrated Brochure No. 443 
THE RUBEROID CO. LTD., 93 COMMONWEALTH HOUSE, NEW OXFORD ST., LONDON, W.C./ 





.... because :— 


The “ Kingley ”’ Senior fitting for Copper Tube 24” 
and over offers the following unique advantages :— 
@ MORE EFFICIENT. The metal to metal seal is extremely 
effective, ensuring rigid and trouble-free installations. Simple 
to undo and remake. 
SAVES LABOUR. Speedily assembled on the site by means of 
a simple hand tool, which can be used even in confined spaces. 
SAVES COST. Cheaper to buy initially—cheaper still on 
assembly. 
LIGHT TO HANDLE. Tees, Bends, etc., made in Copper, 
thus giving smooth bore-way, strength and lightness. 
PROMPT DELIVERY. 
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UNIVERSALLY APPROVED BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 


WATERWORKS, LOCAL AUTHORITIES, ET¢ 


For full particulars and illustrated catalogue write to: 


KINGS LANGLEY ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


KIN 


t é 


oe ee ee on 


HERTS 


TELECRAMS : CHAMPION - KINGS LANGLEY 





ensures a constant, 


MECHANICAL 


AIDS TO PRODUCTIVITY 


PRODUCTION UP 


with no extra costs 


Mechanical conveying, properly applied 1 onst 


unhindered flow of 


machines working at top pressur« 
the decline in output 
eliminated. 


For information on mo 


due t 


lern system 


your production problems read MECHA 
monthly journal devoted entirely to the 
every industry, it describs hem« 


increase output by at least 20 per cent.—often without 
either to the plant or the labour force. MECHANICAI 
will keep you and your executives fully informed 
Organization in the forefront. Complete the coupon bs 
post to-day to make certain of the current issuc 


This picture, from a recent issue of MECHANICAL 

HANDLING, shows the section of a prefabricated 

chin ney stack being placed by crane. Scaffolding 

is urnecessary, the working platform being supported 
by roof purlins. 


POST THIS FORM TODAY 


HECHAW 


DORSET HOUSE 


Please enter my name as 
remittance value £1 15s 
Remittances from overseas 


in sterling on London out o 


Name 


Address 


ICZL HANDLING 


TAMFOR T N 


a suodscriver tor th 


U.S.A 
hould be 


f a registe 
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@ Erected from standard size plates. 
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Inside or outside flanges. 
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@ Universal brackets and stay rods 
ensure complete rigidity. 
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@ Standard jointing compound gives 
watertight joints. 
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@ Sound design gives easy erection and 
years of trouble-free service. 
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ger y ; f oe eave > " A Mather and Piatt tank of 80,000 gallons 
; hie © i ; capacity erected at an R.A.F. station. 





Cast fron 


STORAGE 
TANKS 


MATHER & PLATT LIMITED 


PARK WORKS-MANCHESTER 10 «+ PARK HOUSE, GREAT SMITH ST, LONDON S.W! 
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Once again another important fencing pro 
ject is entrusted to Penfold—this time at 
Anglo-Iranian’s Kent Oil Refinery nearing 
completion on the Isle of Grain 

The 7ft. high Fencing, Reinforced Cor 


crete Posts, Angle Iron Bent Heads and 
Fittings were all made at our Watford 
Factory and erected by teams of ou! 
specialist erectors 

FENCING AND ENGINEERI j PL 


IMPERIAL WORKS - BALMORAL ROAD : WATFORD - HERTS. Telephone: Watford 224 








‘STANDARD’ SPECIALS — 
‘SPECIAL’ STANDARDS 


Often a Brookhirst Special Design becomes 
accepted as a ‘standard’ for its class of 
work. Conversely, often a Brookhirst 
Standard is adaptable to s scheme usually 
requiring special design. Whether standard 
or special, Brookhirst equipment embodies 
weil-tried components that are 100 per cent. 
correct technically for the operating condi- 
tions and ensure reliability and long life. 
Special controls are frequently needed, but 
when ordering it is always worthwhile 
investigating the Standard Range first. So 
many types, combinations, and sizes are 
available. So many extras can be readily 
added. Let us send you Catalogue 31D. 


B 0 0 if H | IRS T (Above) Compret 


control board for air-« 
ee heating plant in the r 
of Commons 


‘indo CONTROL OL GEAR (Right) Standard A.< 


starter 


BROOKHIRST SWITCHGEAR LIMITED, CHESTER 





‘paramount tition 


dry Par 


‘Paramount’ Dry Partition meet eed for strong and 
permanent interior partitiont t in weight and 
quickly erected. It ts k t and economical tn 


e -offcuts are usable 


od sound and ther | t properties and, 


ing made of Gypsum, it 


rar > > , 
standard Panel dime 


) 


yrder and also 


Other BPB products include 
Thistle’ Plaster Base Board . ter Lath; ‘Thistle’ 
Prepared Finish Piaste I Plaster; *Para- 
ount’ Wood Grain Finish Pla W oard; ‘Paramount’ 
Partition Standard; “Pa Solid Partition; 
Paramount’ Coved Mould arastrip’ Plaster Board Furring; “Paraclip’ System of Suspended Ceilings and 





Wall Linings; ‘Pharaoh’ Gy; srowning and Finish Plasters 


Full details covering any of these ilding products can be obtained from the Sales Offices (addresses below). 
I 


THE BRITISH PLASTER BOARD LIMITED 


NORTHERN ALF 


SOUTHERN SALES OFFICE 
MORRIS HOUSE, BIRKENHEAD R 
1-S JERMYN STREET. LONDON, S.W.! 3} Y 


Telephone: Whitehall 9821 
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Mo Neill’s 
Slagbestos 


will turn 


Cold discomfort 


Blanket Slagbestos can be used for ) Slab or 
heating installations or laid on joists jobs requiring rigid or semi-rigid covering 
Available in rolls 60° x 36 In sizes from | 
M®©Neill's Slagbestos is safe to handle, easy to use and is available in convenient forms. It offers efficient i 


F. MCNEILL & CO. LTD. Head Office : 10 Lower Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.|! Telephone: ViCtoria 6022 
Works: London, Glasgow and Manchester 
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‘ a 25 nha mi a ah 4a a os 
“1 | ROR THETCON VERSION 
ai 2OF IOLD’ BUILDINGS 'TO 
» (MODERN: REQUIREMENTS 


ag a ‘gig, 
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Remember 


_ RAWLINGS BROS. 


\ 
WZ 


SINCE 
1887 


Le. 8¢ Glouces 2 South | ing : L.w.B-/ 
ce oe i en Ss Se LCnst t ’ and E.C.A 


BUILDERS & ELECTRICAL CONTRA<¢ 


ESTABLISHED ) Limite! Members of 
Head Of 
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DESIGN TROUGHTON & YOUNG 


UNDERSTANDING 


Design, workmanship and understanding are qualities that are integrated in the four main sections of our 
range of lighting fittings Ultralux, Versalite, Tubalux and Mondolite. It is this understanding of the practical 
‘and technical problems of lighting that enables us to offer rea] assistance to architects. 


TROUGHTON & YOUNG (Lighting) LTD., 143, Knightsbridge, 8.W.1. Tel.: Ken. 3444. 
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Daylight Film Projec tor 18 situates 
Exhibit at the Building Centre 
where visitors can relax in the comfortabl 


coke fire and view Gas Council film 


Gas Council Films 


On request to the technical re prese 


can be brought into operation. 


al th e To be seen at present is a film in wl 
strates on a variety of cookers thi 


of gas. 


Building Centre 


Other films are in course of producti 


The Gas Council is also providing 
inclusion in one of the lunch time 


audiences in the Building Centr 


ISSUED BY THE GAS COUNCIL, | GROSVENOR PLACE, LONDON 
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save up to 134 im every SI 
spent on Tuet 


converting your Lister D, A or B type 
ae engines to run on Vapourising Oil 





Messrs. William Cowlin & Son Ltd., Contractors, 
Bristol, kindly let us see their engine performance 
records. 


The following is taken from their Engineers’ reports : 


| ready 
a iI 


otne rs 
¢ ated as 


Complete 
Conversion Kits 


“D"’ type engine—€é2 19 6 
i. an » —£4 5 0 
a B as ” ” —£3 5 0 


FIXED PACKING AND CARRIAGE CHARGE 3/- 


When ordering, state engine no. and h.p. 


R. A. LISTER & CO. LTD., DURSLEY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE unsve¥ a 


IMPERIAL HOUSE 102 HOLM STREET LISTER-BLACKSTONE HOUSE LISTER-BLACKSTONE 
1S KINGSWAY GLASGOW 58 HARCOURT STREET STAMFOR 
LONDON W.C.2 Phone entral 7604 DUBLIN Phone : 2233 
Phone : Temple Bar 968! Phone: 52603 
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BE Ae 


THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF 


Cast iron 
Soils Rainwater 
nee & Gutters 


Over 100,000 
Castings in Stock 


We can supply all types of 
Cast Iron Sanitary goods. 
Our technical staff will be 
pleased to advise on any 
sanitary, sewage or 


drainage problem. 








= 


ee 
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— 


10,000 DRAIN 
2,000 RAINWATER | PIPES AND FITTINGS | 85,000 L.C.C. PIPES 
PIPES AND FITTINGS | (incl. Watermain) AND FITTINGS 














ALSO COPPER & MALLEABLE FITTINGS, TUBES, Etc. 


Send for our new ‘illustrated 
catalogue and make it your standby 


BURN BROS. (LONDON) LTD. 


DRAINAGE AND SANITARY ENGINEERS 
MANUFACTURERS OF DRAIN TESTING 
APPLIANCES 


6-8 STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, S.E.| 


Telephone: WATerloo $261 © Telegrams: Abrasion ‘ Sedist’ London 
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PRIVATE CINEMA 


SHELL MEX HOUSE 


Architects 


W. S. Hattrell & Partners F.R.I.B.A 


PLASTERING | 
DECORATION 


CLARK « PENN LID) 


16 OLD TOWN LONDON S.W.4 | 


TELEPHONE MACAI AY 24 




















NOW AVAILABLE WITH 


OP ANO OVER D00RS 


With the ogee ent-day hi 

Multiple Concrete G ara 
well-known Batley n ¢ l 

are simply bolted together 

erected by unskilled labour 
sliding, space saving | a 

at no extra cost. In additior 
require no maintenance ie 4 
completely fireproof, weatherproof 
lock-up Garages are requis 

Flats, Armed Service 





FREE DELIVERY 
INENGLANDAND| = 24%. 3in. x 16". 4 
WALES. ) Tift, Bin, x left, 4 


‘ 4 











Plus £55 per additional ga age to any 
with a clear height a 7fe 9ir a 
DEFERRED TERMS AVAILABLE 


BATLEY 


BOUL TUPLE CONCRETE GARAGES 


Send f 
ERNEST BATLEY LTD., 96, ‘Colledge Road, Holbrooks, Coventry 
Phone : 89245/6 
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LONDON COLISEUM SHELL-MEX HOUSE 


_ ITD | . . 
St. Martin's Lane GBTE Mezzanine Cinema 
Opened 1904 LiMiTED Opened 1954 
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GENERAL BUILDING 
AND THEATRE 
EQUIPMENT LTD. 


proudly announce that they were the Main Contractors 
for London’s most up-to-date private theatre owned by 
Shell-Mex and B.P. Spirit Ltd., 
MEZZANINE CINEMA, 
SHELL-MEX HOUSE, W.C.2. 





Other recent contracts include:— Palace, Leicester; Hippodrome, 
Manchester; Theatre Royal, Windsor; Theatre Royal, Brighton. 





STOLL OFFICES—LONDON COLISEUM, W.C.2. Phone : TEMple Bar 1500 (6 lines) 


General Manager: Charles Pickett 





Sole Agents for: THRATRE SEATS LTD., BIRMINGHAM. oirectors : a.s. DEAN, Cc. PICKETT, D. DEAN 


Represented in Scotland, Northerr l, by FLOYD & CO. (Glasgow) LTD., 114, Bath Street, GLASGOW, ©.2 
Phone : Douglas 7531 (3 lines) CARDIFF Representative: HW. PHILLIPS, 99, Cathedral Road. Phone: 31609. 
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Britain's Best Bars 


are G3 fitted 


Gaskell & Chambers provide a 
complete service—furniture 
cabinet work, fittings, beer 
raising plant, bar and cellar 
The equipment of every description 

Dorchester Hotel, 

ph Here are four examples from the 
many hundreds of hotels and 


restaurants served by Britain’s 


Biggest Bar Fitters. 





The 
North British 
Hotel, Edinburgh 


Midiand Hotel, 
Birmingham. 


The Member of the 
Metropole Hotel, 


Leeds. Head Office 


Dalex Works, Coleshill Street, Birmingham, 4 


London Office: 

109-115, Blackfriars Road, $.E.! 
Branches ‘ 
Bristol, Cardiff, Hanley, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne Nottingham, Ports 
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The ‘Architect and Building News scorporates the 
founded in 1854. The annual subscription, 


Published by ILIFFE & SON 
Telephone : WATERLOO 3333 (60 lines). 


Branch Offices : Cove 
Manchester : 260 Deansgate 





** Architect,"’ 
nland and overseas, 


8-10 Corporation Street 


18 February 1954 


NEWS 


founded in 1869, 


and the ‘* Building News,"’ 
is £2 15s. Od. post paid 


U.S.A. and Caneda $9.00 


LTD. DORSET HOUSE, STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, S.E.1 


Telegroms : *‘ ARCHITONIA, SEDIST, LONDON. 


: Birmingham : King Edward House, New Street ; 
Blackfriars 4412 (3 lines), Deansgate 3595 (2 lines) ; Glosgow 


26B Renfield Street 





A COMPETITION 


OMETHING new has occurred in the sphere of 
S architectural competitions. ‘The three assessors 

for the recent competition (limited to architects 
in Ireland) for the Dublin Port and Docks Board 
Building have found that they are unable to recom- 
mend a design for acceptance and therefore, pre- 
sumably, the Board will not proceed to appoint an 
architect for the work as a direct result of one winning 
the competition which they promoted 

We cannot recall, although we are open to correc- 
tion, that in the long history of architectural competi- 
tions the first award has been withheld by the 
appointed assessors. It would appear from the 
R.I.B.A. regulations governing competitions (which 
were the basis of this particular competition) that 
there is nothing to say that a first award must be 
made. In fact, the award of an assessor is always laid 
down as final by agreement of all parties. It may 
even be that the action taken in Ireland is one upon 
which the assessors can be congratulated for bold 
frankness. 

The question that arises is what happens next ? 
Do the promoters start another competition? Do 
they appoint an architect outside those 28 who 
entered for the competition ? Do they say that even 
though the assessors could not find a real winner, the 
design placed second was obviously the best sub- 
mitted or it would not have received that award, 
therefore we will instruct that architect to proceed 
on the understanding he agrees to adjust his scheme 
to our reasonable requirements ? 

Another question arises; if there is no winner, 
should the other premiums be awarded ? It might 
be held that it would be better to withhold them and 
have another competition, giving the former competi- 
tors choice of backing out or a chance to revise their 


IMPASSE? 


schemes and in the hope of other entrants. This is 
the procedure often adopted when an advertisement 
for an important appointment does not produce 
initially a satisfactory result. It would seem that the 
new situation could well be examined by the Competi- 
tions Committee of the R.I.B.A. and some ruling or 
announcement made by the Council. 


FACTIONS IN COVENTRY 


E should like to offer our sympathy to Mr. Basil 
Spence, whose new Coventry Cathedral is now 
the subject of what is described as a bitter controversy 
in that city. “Two issues are raised and confused, 


both of them incredible at this late stage. One is 
that the building of the new Cathedral will divert 
labour and materials from the more urgent matters 
of houses, schools and hospitals. The other that 
there is no need for a new Cathedral at all, since the 
existing churches in the city are not filled as it is. 
We will leave the second point as one which is the 
responsibility of the Cathedral Reconstruction Com- 
mittee and which should surely have been debated 
before the Competition was announced. The 
other point is one which we will take up, although 
it has been raised and answered years ago, but 
apparently not to the satisfaction of the Chairman of 
the City Council’s Policy Advisory Committee, for 
he is reported as saying : 

“If the Reconstruction Committee [go direct to 
the Minister of Works for a licence] we will oppose 
them by every means in our power. We shall tell the 
Minister that schools, hospitals and houses should 
come before a new cathedral.” The Chairman of 
the City Planning and Redevelopment Committee 


¥ 





188 


(which, we understand, proposes to proceed with the 
building of a civic theatre and art gallery) is reported 
to have said, “ There is a natural revolt against the 
Cathedral taking priority over hospitals, homes and 
comprehensive schools.” Councillor Harry Weston 
is reported to have said, “‘ We just have not got the 
customers to make the Cathedral worth while.” All 
this in 1954! Thus the citizens of Coventry and 
would-be donors to the rebuilding fund, are clearly 
given to understand that Coventry is faced with the 
choice of either a new Cathedral OR schools, homes 
and hospitals. Unless it is proposed to employ the 
Royal College of Art to design panels of stained glass 
in the front doors of the new houses, or to build the 
schools in Hollington Stone, and enrich the hospital 
wards with carved hard-wood and elaborate metal- 
work, it is difficult to see why Coventry can’t 
have both Cathedral and houses, schools, etc 
As the Secretary of the Cathedral Reconstruction 
Committee argues, “‘ we don’t need bricks, we don’t 
need softwood, we don’t need local operatives.” 
The cost will be covered by War Damage Compensa- 
tion and donations, and does not come into it. 
Before the meeting (that we understand is to be held 
next Monday), we challenge the opponents of the 
Reconstruction Committee to say in exact terms what 
materials and categories of labour will, if employed 
on the new Cathedral, hold up more urgent work. 
They should ponder also which is likely to attract 
more visitors to their City, in the long run, Lady 
Godiva or Mr. Spence’s Cathedral. 


EVENTS AND COMMENTS 


THE DUBLIN COMPETITION 


The architectural competition system has received 
another buffet by the brave decision of the assessors in the 
competition for offices for the Dublin Port and Docks 
Board not to award a first prize. The promoters, never- 
theless, have had to part with £800 in prizes and still have 
no design and no architect. Such a result to an architec- 
tural competition must be without precedent, although it 
is a pity that assessors in some other competitions have 
not had the nerve of Messrs. J. M. Fairweather, Vincent 
Kelly and Alfred Jones. What happens now? The 
original competition was confined to architects practising 
in Ireland. Perhaps we could have a Stage II competition 
with one prize of £700 (the original first prize) for archi- 
tects practising in England. The problem is not by any 
means an easy one, for the new building will stand between 
Gandon’s Custom House and Michael Scott’s bus station. 


CHISWICK HOUSE 

Chiswick House and its grounds still look pretty for- 
lorn. The M.o.W. is gradually rebuilding the villa and the 
dome appears to be finished. A passing guardian told 
me that the building would not be ready for another two 
years. This is pretty slow going. At this rate it will be 
ten years before all the other little buildings in the grounds 
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Queen's Tower, | 2-storey flats in the Duddeston redeve 

ment area of Birmingham, opened recently by the M 

of Housing and Local Government The Architects a 

S. N. Cooke and Partners. The block 62 t 
bedroom flats and four one-bedroom flats 


contain: 


are repaired. Since my last visit someone has planted a 
lot of little yew trees round the circular pond in front of 
the temple. 
the grounds. I am told that this was being done because 
an old print was discovered showing yew trees planted 
thus. I still dislike them. « 


They have completely spoiled this: part of 


CRAZY PAI YOUR HOMI 


The latest American idea is crazy paving for internal 
use made of plastic tiling. Many colours are availabk 
It is most ingeniously contrived by providing prefabricated 
joints arranged like irregular fishnets which lock into each 
other jig-saw puzzle fashion. The holes in the net are 
then filled with jolly coloured pieces of plastic tile. No 
kidding. 


ING IN 


CARLTON HOUSE TERRACI 

I do not often agree with the views of the Evening 
Standard. However, I think its leader on Carlton House 
Terrace last Saturday was, speaking, very good 
Unfortunately, the writer saw fit to blame the Minister of 
Works personally for the scheme and for wanting to pro 
ceed with it. Thi me wonder 
was not more concerned with bashing the Minister than 
with preserving London 

The Carlton House Terrace scheme 
been allowed to have reached this stage. It wa: 
remember, developed without publicity and suddenly pr 
sented as a scheme which had been placed befor 
Royal Fine Art Commission. There was 


generally 
made 


whether the -paper 


hould ne 


an outcr 
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Parliament and in the Press, and we were all told that 
the thing was decided and it was too late to do anything 
about it now except to incorporate recommendations from 
the R.F.A.C.—which may possibly have commented on 
the size of the door knobs. . The official reply to the outcry 
led many people to demand that in future, such monstrous 
ideas should be made public at an early stage so that they 
could be suitably dealt with. Even now it is not too late 
for the scheme to be stopped. 


HOT AIR. AT THE TATE 

I noticed, as I shuffled among the crowds on the last day 
of the Raoul Dufy exhibition at the Tate Gallery, that 
large areas of the floor in some galleries had been taken 
up apparently to do something to the heating system. I 
hope the idea is not to increase its output, for the place 
was already at swooning temperature. I enjoyed the gaiety 
of the Dufys. My small daughter rather unkindly summed 
up the exhibition by saying that she supposed that that 
type of painting was much easier to do than the Flemish 
sort. She also wanted to know why sculptors did not 
finish their nudes with goose-flesh. I thought that beads 
of perspiration would have been more appropriate for the 
Tate. 


PLANNERS’ HOLIDAY 

The Town and Country Planning Association is going 
to Norway and Sweden for this year’s study holiday tour. 
The tour is based on second-class travel and comfortable 
hotels. It will include some official dinners and luncheons 
and tours will be arranged by local planning authorities. 
The tour will be limited to 35 people and will be led by 
Mr. F. J. Osborn, Chairman of the Executive of the 





Two high blocks at Vdllingby, a new housing scheme for 
24,000 people in the vicinity of Stockholm, 
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T. and C.P.A. The party will leave Newcastle on August 
25 and return to Tilbury on September 13. The cost, 
including practically everything, except, of course, tea, 
will be £75. Full particulars from T. and C.P.A., 28, 
King Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. It is nice to think 
that there are planners in this country who can afford this 
type of busman’s holiday; what do they do with their 
children? 


What a pity that travel is now so expensive. In my 


experience it is almost impossible to reduce the costs of 
a tour sufficiently to make it attractive to students and 
young architects without also reducing the standards below 
those acceptable to the slightly older and more sybaritic. 


ARCHITECTURE vw. COAL 

The National Coal Board wishes to mine coal under 
Arbury Hall, near Nuneaton. The Hall has been in the 
possession of the Newdigate family for 400 years and the 
present building is stated to be “without exception the 
finest and most complete example of eighteenth century 
Gothic decoration in the country.” This decoration, which 
was carried out by Sir Roger Newdigate in 1780, during 
the remodelling of the original Elizabethan house, consists 
of plaster fan vaulting and tracery. The N.C.B. calculates 
that it could mine half a million tons of ¢oal in a pillar 
beneath the house and it feels that in doing so the hall 
would not be damaged seriously. The total subsidence 
of the ground to be expected when the mining was com- 
pleted would be 2ft Yin, but as the building would sink 
evenly the N.C.B. does not think that any damage would 
occur to the building which could not be replaced by “a 
good craftsman.” All this came out at a M.o.H.L.G. 
inquiry into the Board’s application. Doubtless the 
Board’s evidence was based on technical knowledge and 
experience, strongly backed by a very considerable desire 
to get the coal. On the other side of the argument is the 
fact that Arbury Hall is listed as Grade 1 on the Ministry’s 
list of buildings of architectural and historic interest. The 
application was opposed by the Warwickshire County 
Council, the S.P.A.B., the Birmingham and Five Counties’ 
Architectural Society, the Birmingham Archeological 
Society and the George Eliot Fellowship. As the chairman 
of the inquiry, Mr. S. T. Roberts of the M.o.H.L.G. 
pointed out, the evidence had shown that no one could 
be sure that the hall would not be damaged as a result 
of the operations. The country was not so bankrupt of 
natural resources that such a risk needed to be taken. An 
official of the N.C.B. said that the expected half a million 
tons of coal would, at the present ration, keep the 60,000 
people of Nuneaton supplied for four years. So there you 
have it in a nutshell. Assuming, as any sensible architect 
must, that severe damage to the plaster work of this unique 
building would be certain, its value as an historic monu- 
ment Grade I is being weighed in the balance against four 
years coal supply for the town of Nuneaton. 

If perchance you are among those who think that this 
building can be allowed to subside 2ft 9in—under N.C.B. 
supervision, of course—without sustaining damage that “a 
good craftsman” could not put right, look at the picture 
of its dining room facing page 177 in Sacheverell Sitwell’s 
British Architects and Craftsmen. I hope you will agree 
with me that the idea is absurd and that a Grade I on the 
Ministry’s list should have been enough to protect Arbury 
Hall without the necessity of holding an inquiry at all. 


ABNER 
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Exhibition of Photographs 
of Venetian Villas 


This exhibition is to be the Royal 
Institute’s major spring exhibition. It 
will be on view from February 25- 
March 27 and will be opened by the 
Italian Ambassador. 

The exhibition, which has already 
been shown with conspicuous success 
at Treviso, Milan and Rome, is being 
brought to London specially for show- 
ing at the Institute. It consists of 
exceptionally fine photographs of villas 
in the region of Venetia, ranging in 
style from early Venetian Gothic to the 
Neo-classicism of the Napoleonic era. 
There are eight main sections in the 
exhibition, corresponding with the 
eight provinces that make up the 
region—Venice, Verona, Vicenza, 
Padua, Treviso, Rovigo, Udine and 
Belluno. 

In addition to numerous examples of 
Gothic and Palladian architecture, the 
exhibition includes a photograph of the 
remains of Petrarch’s famous villa at 
Arqua, built in the mid-fourteenth 
century, which was to become the 
prototype of the first country houses 
in Venetia. 

Prominently featured in the exhibi- 
tion are Palladio’s superb villas in and 
around Vicenza. 

It is expected that the exhibition will 
visit some of the major towns in Britain 
after it has been shown in London. 


The N.F.B.T.E. 


Cause for satisfaction was the key- 
note of the principal speakers at the 
dinner and dance of the National 
Federation of Building Trade Em- 
ployers which took place at the Dor- 
chester Hotel recently. 

The housing progress in 1953 and 
an overall increase in building of 10 
per cent over 1952 has pleased the 
Government; the builders are pleased 
with easier licences and less govern- 
ment. “Less government than we pay 
for,” as Wilfred Horsfall, the President 
neatly put it. Mr. Horsfall said that 
one of the builders’ problems was how 
to economize to get prices down. 
Demands for higher wages elsewhere 
affected his own industry, he said. 

Replying to the President’s toast 
“Her Majesty’s Government,” Sir 
David Eccles, K.C.V.O., Minister of 
Works, thought the assembled com- 
pany might well send their congratula- 
tions to the makers of materials whom 
he said promised a new capacity this 
year including a substantia! increase in 
bricks. 


Foregather 
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The Stalinalee in the Soviet sector of Berlin showing nine-storey blocks of flats with 
roof gardens. 


George W. Grosvenor, then Senior 
Vice-President, now new President of 
the N.F.B.T.E., proposed the toast of 
the Guests and was replied to by 
Trevor Evans, a director and industrial 
correspondent of the Daily Express 


Architects and Surveyors 


Another social event which took 
place recently was the dinner and ball 
of the London and Home Counties 
Branch of the Incorporated Association 
of Architects and Surveyors, at the Park 
Lane Hotel, with F. J. Meekins, Branch 
Chairman, presiding. Guests included 
Sir Alfred Bossom, Bt., who is a Vice- 
President of the Association, the 
recently elected President of the Asso- 
ciation, Lt.-Col. A. E. Henson, J. R. W. 
Alexander, C.B.E., President of the 
Institute of Arbitrators and Alderman 
Dean, immediate past-President of the 
Association. Alderman Dean received 
the C.B.E. in the New Year Honours, 
for political and public service in 
Marylebone. It was he who was mainly 
responsible for successfully reorganiz- 
ing the Association during his term as 
President. 

Sir Alfred Bossom replied to the 
toast of the Guests proposed by Mr. 
Meekins. Lt.-Col. Henson who replied 
to the toast of the Association proposed 
by Mr. Alexander, reminded the com- 
pany that the Association is now nearly 
thirty years old and is determined to 
gain the fullest recognition of the 
Government and other professional 
bodies. 


Dover Competition 


Dover Borough Council have now 
been told by the Planning Committee 
of the Kent County Council that the 
committee cannot approve the design 
of the proposed multi-storeyed flats 
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lorm 

A decision 
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APPOINTMENT 


Mr. James B. Cros 
of Edinburgh, has been appointed 
senior planning assistant on the staff 
of the County Architect and Planning 
Officer, Banff County 


Mr. Joseph D. Beaumont, D.A 
A.R.LB.A., Dip De. Edis 
A.M.T.P.I., has been appointed assist 
ant chief town planning archit 
Fast Kilbride Development Corpor 
tion 


Mr. W. R. Wark, A.R.I.B.A., County 
Architect and Planning Officer, Banff 
shire, has been appointed by Banff C.¢ 
as their assessor on a Cairgorms consul 
tative panel which is being set up by 
the Scottish Council of th Nature 
Conservancy, Edinburgh 

Mr. G. G. Furn 
present senior 
Riding 
been 


sland 


A.M.T.P.I 


Council 


A.R.LB.A 
assistant architect 
Architects’ Department 
appointed , principal 
architect in charge of th 
section of th Borough 
Department, Wakefield 
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Mr. George C. Fox, President, F.A.S., and Mrs. Fox greeting Mr. Pembroke 
Wicks at the Annual Dinner of the Faculty of Architects and Surveyors. 


COMING EVENTS 


The Ecclesiological Society 
Feb. 20 at 3 p.m. 
“John Dando Sedding (1839-1891), 
Architect,” by H. V. Molesworth 
Roberts, at the Hall of the College of 
Preceptors, 2, Bloomsbury Square, 


W.C.1 


Lecture on 


Students’ Planning Group 
February 22 at 6.30 p.m 
“Lansbury Social 


Talk on 
Survey,” by John 
Westergaard, B.Sc. (Econ.), Dept. of 
Town Planning, University College, 
London, at 28, King Street, 
Garden, W.C.2 


Covent 


Chadwick Public Lecture 


February 23 at 6 p.m. Lecture on 
“ Modular Co-ordination in __ the 
Building Industry,” by Mark Hartland 
Thomas, O.B.E., M.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
M.S.1.A., Secretary to the Modular 
Society Bossom Gift Lecture Al 
The Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, 
Buckingham Palace Road, S.W.1 


The Architectural Association 

February 24 at 6.30 p.m 
General Meeting. Talk on “ Archi 
tectural Journalism,” by Eric Bird 
William Clark, John Smith and others, 
at 36, Bedford Square, , if ot 


Ordinary 


Royal Society of Arts 

February 24 at 2.30 p.m. Talk on 
“The Society’s Early Days; Some 
Light from its Letters,” by K. W 
Luckhurst, M.A., Secretary of the 
Society, at John Adam Street, Adelphi, 
of ee. 


The Institution of Structural Engineers 

February 25 at 5.30 p.m. Talk on 
“Prestressed Steel Lattice Girders,” 
by R. A. Sefton Jenkins, B.Sc., 
A.M.LC.E., A.C.G.L, at 11, Upper 
Belgrave Street, S.W.1. 


British Designer Wins 
American Award 


Che judges for the American Dis- 
play World’s fourth International 
Display Contest have awarded a Bronze 
Medal for exhibition display design to 
W. M. de Majo, of London. 

he contest had 3,120 entries in its 
98 different classifications and the 
juality of the displays entered was 
described as excellent. 


Building Centre at Hamburg 


Ihe German Building Centre at 
Hamburg, designed as a permanent 
exhibition to serve the interests of 
architects, building engineers and 
authorities, was opened on May 28, 
1953. The following report was made 
by a representative of the British Con- 
ulate General at Hamburg following 
his recent visit. 

The centre is the only Building 
Centre of its kind in Germany. The 
initiative in establishing it was taken 
by three partners (a former architect, 
1 former salesman in the building trade 
and a journalist) who pooled their 
resources to form a limited liability 
ompany. It occupies an area of 3,000 
quare metres of which 1,200 square 
metres will eventually be available for 
renting. While still in its infancy, the 
organizers are in process of developing 
onnections with Building Centres in 
neighbouring countries and are anxious 
to attract the attention of manufactur- 
ing firms outside Germany. The Con- 
ulate General state that the Centre is 
well laid out and offers several items 
of original interest: they feel that it 
might prove to be a useful show-win- 
dow for the United Kingdom firms in 
the building and associated industries. 
he management appear to be active 
ind keen to publicize the Centre as 
widely as possible. Their publicity is 
achieved through correspondence with 
manufacturing firms and by associating 
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their address with articles advertised 
in the German press. Regular lectures 
are arranged on subjects of interest for 
specialists in the building industry. 

The organizers would be prepared 
to answer general enquiries about ex- 
hibits but would refer more detailed 
enquiries to the head office or agent 
of the manufacturing firm concerned. 

Further information may be obtained 
from: Herr Grutzmacher, German 
Building Centre, Esplanade 6, Ham- 
burg. 

Enquiries about this notice should 
be addressed to the Board of Trade, 
Exhibitions Branch, Lacon House, 
Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1. 
(Telephone : Chancery 4411, Ext. 418.) 


Fourth Mechanical Handling 
Exhibition and Convention 


The world’s largest and most 
comprehensive display of labour- 
aiding and ancillary equipment will be 
seen at Olympia, London, from June 9 
to 19, 1954, when the Fourth 
Mechanical Handling Exhibition and 
Convention are held. 

The Exhibition and Convention are 
biennial and regularly attract visitors 
from all over the world. More than 
200 firms will exhibit in 1954 and the 
space occupied will exceed 250,000 
square feet, 14,000 more than on the 
last occasion in 1952. 

All types of labour aids will be 
shown and most of them will be seen 
in operation. They will include 
pallets, trucks, cranes, aerial ropeways, 
overhead conveyors, belt conveyors, 
elevators, wagon tipplers, winches, 
power units, chains, gears, controls 
and all other accessories. Many of 
the exhibits will be of interest to 
owners of small workshops as well as 
to manufacturers on a big scale. 

Twelve papers will be read and dis- 
cussed at the Convention, the subjects 
including work study, bulk handling 
by transporters, mobile cranes, belt 
conveyors, aerial ropeways, cargo 
handling, the economics of industrial 
trucks and ejectronics. There is also 
to be an open forum, when a team 
of experts will answer questions on 
any mechanical-handling subject. Full 
particulars of the Convention will be 
circulated shortly. 

The Mechanical Handling Exhibi- 
tion and Convention are organized 
by Mechanical Handling (Associated 
Iliffe Press, Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.1), with the sup- 
port of the following associations: 
Aerial Ropeways Association, Associa- 
tion of Crane Makers, Foundry Trades 
Equipment and Supplies Association, 
Industrial Truck Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation and the Mechanical Handling 
Engineers’ Association. 

A 25-minute colour film, made of 
the working exhibits in the last ex- 
hibition and giving a good idea of the 
scope of the coming one, is now circu- 
lating in Canada, Australia and India 
and is available there and elsewhere 
on application to any British Govern- 
ment information office or direct to 
the organizers. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 





Metaphysics of Floor 
Coverings 

M.P.s interested in floor coverings 
produced some pretty posers for 
Ministers when the order authorizing 
the new rates of purchase tax was 
debated. The order reimposes tax 
on certain tiles, strips and blocks at the 
same rate of 25 per cent as applies to 
other floor coverings. ‘These articles 
were exempted from tax in 1948, when 
the intention was that as a result of 
the exercise of building controls then 
in operation they should be used only 
in new houses erected by _ public 
authorities. 

Mr. Boyd-Carpenter, Financial Sec- 
retary to the Treasury, presenting the 
new order for approval, recalled that 
objections were raised when the exemp- 
tion was made that it would introduce 
unfairness between the materials named 
and other floor coverings, and that it 
offered an incentive to cutting rolls of 
linoleum or rubber flooring into small 
pieces to qualify for a like exemption. 
The answer then was that no unfair- 
ness would arise because competing 
floor coverings were in such short sup- 
ply that competition would not arise, 
and that there was no evidence that 
manufacturers were seeking to avoid 
tax by cutting taxable floor coverings 
into small pieces and calling them tiles; 
both developments had since occurred, 
and compelled reconsideration. To 
withdraw purchase tax from all floor 
coverings would cost £17 millions, and 
therefore the alternative of attempting 
to treat all alike had been chosen. It 
would mean an extra cost for tiles of 
£3 or £4 in a local authority house, but 
that would be a single addition to 
capital cost, and was about the same 
sum as authorities would save every 
year by the reduction of loan interest. 
A more difficult point was where the 
line of demarcation should fall in 
respect of wooden floors. The intention 
was that the expensive parquet floor 
should pay its share in competition with 
other more expensive floorings. The 
difficulty was in deciding the precise 
thickness of tile which would make it 
a floor covering as opposed to an ingre- 
dient of a floor, and the figure chosen 
of five-eighths of an inch was that 
agreed with the trade when the tax was 
originally imposed in 1940-41. It was 
calculated that the increased revenue 
on floor coverings would be about 
£1,000,000. 


Floor or Covering? 
All these arguments were assailed in 


turn. Mr. Jay voiced the Opposition’s 
objections to this addition to housing 
costs and argued for the alternative 
course of exempting linoleum and the 
cheaper flooring materials from tax. 
Sir Robert Boothby came out in 
vigorous support of Windsor flooring, 
of which he said that 250,000 sq. yds. 
had been laid since 1948, at a remark- 
ably cheap price. The wearing surface 
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was equivalent to three-quarters of an 
inch of wood-block flooring, and it used 
only half as much timber, This was 
not a flooring covering, but a floor. Yet 
to avoid the tax it would have to be 
made five eighths of an inch thick, 
instead of its present three-ceighths, 
using that much more wood. ‘The 
result of the order would be to exempt 
from tax, deep wooden floors which the 
the rich could afford, and subject to 
25 per cent tax the equally good wear- 
ing floor used in cheaper houses. A 
frightful mistake had been made. He 
thought it would raise costs by £5 or 
£6 a house, and he was upset by the 
feeling that it was an example of slap- 
dash, ill-considered, inefficient adminis- 
tration. Ina later interjection he added 
that the 25 per cent tax would bring 
the Windsor flooring to the level of the 
most expensive floorings and knock it 
out. 

Mr. Derek Walker-Smith pointed 
out the difficulty of applying in practice 
the intention that the tax should fall 
on floor coverings and not on floors 
For example, mastic asphalt became 
integrated with the structure and 
consequently did not bear tax. There 
was a fine metaphysical distinction in 
volved. He also contributed some 
figures on cost for the small private 
enterprise house. In a house of 1,000 
superficial feet this would be about 
470 sq ft to be floored on the ground 
level; at 11s a sq yd that would cost 
£28 12s, which meant £7 3s in purchase 
tax. On a comparable basis, in a local 
authority house the tax would be about 
£5. It was regrettable that anything 
should be done to increase the cost of 
house building. 

Mr. W. R. A. Hudson questioned 
whether thermo-plastic tiles were in 
competition with linoleum, and said 
that if they were not, the argument of 
equity disappeared. Brigadier T 
Clarke sought to clear the air by de 
fining floor coverings as something 
which could be picked up and shaken, 
or taken away on removal, and thought 
the Government were acting foolishly 
in adding to housing costs. Mr. G. 
Nabarro spoke up for the carpet manu- 
facturers, and offered the opinion that 
the great bulk of the £17 millions 
revenue from purchase tax on floor 
coverings came from carpets and 
linoleum, and not from the articles 
which were named in the order. He 
also objected to a discrimination in 
favour of electric space heaters. 

Mr. Eric Fletcher said that the 
makers of thermo-plastic tiles con 
tended that their product was an im- 
proved type of floor, and could in no 
sense be described as a floor cover- 
ing. The tax would therefore penalize 
efficiency and inventive genius, and put 
a burden on medern development. 


Prospect of Adjustment 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
defended the order as necessary be- 
cause of growing evasion. He stated 
that of the £17 millions revenue from 
the tax, £12 millions came from car- 
pets and rugs, and the remainder from 


linoleum and rubbe 
equity by taking off the 
meant a 
revenue, and that fh 

About the difficulties of definitx 
Mr. Butler said that if representations 
were made to the Treasury and the 
Customs, and it was found that 
adjustments were possible 
things fair, that would be d 
the effort to achieve some d 
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Carlton House Terrace Site 
Mr Stoke isked the Min 


Agriculture what ynsiderat 

department to th lusic 

redevelopment of Carlton H 

race as a Foreign Office rat 
, | 


f flat 


a8 an area [or 
commer 

the nati 
having r¢ 

ind =the 

Choma 

alternativ’ 

idered 

Government 

clusion reached wa tinal ] 
offices would be th 
munerative and give the b 

It was also felt that the propert 
be particularly suitable a 
Office No fina plans had 
submitted to the Commi 
Crown Land Feb. 11 


class 


Too Early Inquiry 


Mr. Jenner asked the Mi 
Works to what extent he w 
in the buildings being er 
Department, a new material mac 
rice husks, whi was firep! 
thermite-proof and had spe 
ing qualities. Sir David | 
that the only material of 
of which the Department 
knowledge was not yet on 1 
in this country. Until it wa 
and had been tested he 
whether it would t 


tion ol 


used i! 


new Government 
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Our Cold 


To the Editor of A. & B.D 
Sir,—I wonder how many 
compelled to work, “ school, 
the glass-walled factories 
and hous¢ 
fortnight have enjoyed thei: 
This naive cliché of using larg 
of glass by so-called progré 
modern first t 
think, 1934) is bey 
hension, especially onsiderit 
high cost and shortage of 
Fuel experts have 
to us for at least ter 
situation will get worse! 
I am, et 
* MAINTENANCE St 


Glass in Climate 


schools during 


arcnite 


about 
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A Perspective View 


PERKINS HEIGHTS 


A high 

proposal Green 

to house 1,092 persons in three | 5-storey 
“point’’ blocks 


density housing development 


adjoining Paddington 


architect 
JENSEN, F.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.1 
Paddingt Met 


ROLF 
Director of Housing, 


B.ARCH 


Borough 


“THE proposal is at the moment in the hands of the 

Planning Authority—the London County Council. 
If approval is received in due intention is 
to develop the site at a net density of 320 persons per 


course the 
acre ; Or, taking into account the considerable surrounding 
area of public open space, a gross density of 124 persons 


per acre—in a density zone of 136 persons per acre. 


Che height of the buildings and the 
the density 


pacing (and therefore 


have been arrived at by a careful analysis 


overshadowing conditions, 


of daylighting ; sunlighting ; 
and the proper standard of privacy and amenity to the 
dwellings, and is in no sense arbitrar 


The 15-storey blocks will be approximately 


[ 138ft in 


rhere is, of course, provision for building over 
the 100ft level in the London Building 


height 
Act, but subject 
to rights of objection from surrounding owners within 
Since, 
shadowing of surrounding property occurs, 


a specified area. however, virtually no over- 


it is hoped 





that this right of objection will not prove to be an in- 
superable difficulty. 

With the exception of the ground floors to the blocks, 
which will contain tenants’ store rooms; tradesmens’ 
lockers ; shops ; the caretaker’s flat, and boiler house 
access, the remaining 14-storeys will be identical in 
each block, and thereby provide the greatest possible 
standardization in planning and components. Each 
typical floor will contain six flats accessible from the stair- 
case and lift core, four of which will be 2-bedroom flats, 
and two 3-bedroom flats. 

The “ Y” shape plan, orientated as is intended, has 
been found to give the best possible insolation conditions 
for the flats as a whole, with average sunlighting duration 
of over 6} hours per flat during the summer solstice. 

A further important feature of the planning is the 
use of the open type of layout in the flat, thus reducing 
unproductive circulation space to the absolute minimum— 
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Perkins Heights : 


and ensuring the maximum of privacy 
arrangement has been found superior to, and more 
economical than, any of the other alternatives such as 


balcony access; Triplex; maisonnette; or internal 


corridor plans. 
It has also been found from experience that no system 


of construction has the same degree of flexibility and 


economy, and speed of construction, as the reinforced 


concrete orthodox column and beams system. The steel 


frame can be more rapidly constructed, but is extravagant, 


and the reinforced concrete cross-wall system seriously 


interferes with planning and speed of construction. 


[Co obtain still further advantages, however, from the 


use of the most orthodox system of inforced concrete 


construction, and to eliminate some of the serious dis- 


advantages inherent in normal forms of shuttering, a 


emi-prefabricated system has been devised. It should 


be emphasized that this system disposes of the one 


great disadvantage which has been common to nearly 
all previous systems using any degree of prefabrication— 
of course, 


lack of continuity at the connections ; and this, 


is a matter of first importance in a 15-storey building. 
for reasons of standardization, to 
The 


floor infilling will be by means of prestressed reinforced 


It is also intended, 
work on a strict 10ft structural module throughout. 


concrete plank units forming permanent shuttering to 
the in situ concrete subsequently poured into column 
and beam shells, and to the flooring as a whol 

A special system of precast concrete slab cladding 


has also been devised, requiring the minimum amount 


of special fixings. Alternatively portions of the 


cladding may be in hollow plastic or aluminium sheeting. 


There beam 


will be no internal plastering since the 


and column shells will be self-finished, and elsewhere 


it 1s hoped to be able to obtain approval to an inner 


>TRUCTION 


Density Development 


This type of 


Proposal 


leaf to the outside walls and internal partitions in dry 
plaster board cellular partitioning. 

Flats will be provided with background central heating, 
but not central hot water, since these systems are subject 
to considerable abuse and wastage which it is difficult 
to check. Instead local gas water heaters or electric 
immersion heaters are proposed. 

The foundations will consist of normal piling, and 
it is not anticipated that there should be any complications 
from what is known of sub-soil conditions. 

From preliminary estimates it appears that the cost 
of the scheme can be kept within an overall figure of 
4s 10}d per foot cube, or 48s per foot super, but these 
figures are necessarily somewhat approximate at this stage. 

It is hoped that once construction starts it can be 
completed in a period of approximately three years. 
It is an essential part of the proposal that construction 
can be carried out within the compass of the 150ft 
Tower Crane, which is the maximum at present available, 
and to obtain the full advantages of the use of such 
equipment the blocks would need to be constructed 
more or less simultaneously. The use of this crane would, 
of course, permit of the handling of large precast units, 
if necessary, and would undoubtedly speed up completion. 

It is of considerable interest to note that the Ministry 
of Housing in a recent display at the Building Exhibition 
have shown their awareness of the importance of high 
residential density development, and this of course was 
to some extent anticipated in their hand-book on 
Residential Densities in which densities of up to 300 
persons per acre were examined. Moreover, the 
County of London Plan—1951, provides for the 
inclusion, in certain circumstances, of so-called 
“high density pockets the conditions being very 
closely analogous with those which apply to this site. 


” 


(Patent applied for) 


A model of the “ point’’ blocks 
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View from the South-East 


GALBERT SHELDON HOUSE, PADDINGTON 


re eisect: Beer Serene m, £81. 8.A., A.M.T.P.1., B. ARCH 


Director of Housing, Paddington Borough Coun: 


a, 


Se ee CoeaeoeOOV Aenea 98 


HIS scheme originally formed a part of a larger 


cy 


redevelopment plan intended to extend from 

Church Street, along the Edgware Road frontag 
to the Grand Union Canal Ihe frontage land ha 
however, proved to be so expensive that continuation of 


5 


S6Cecec 


the scheme for Local Authority housing is now unlik 
This unfortunately means that the repetitive effects whi 
were deliberately sought cannot be achieved, and 
the present scheme must “stand on its own 
and the composition of the blocks on the site ha 
greatly influenced by these consideration: 

There are 40 families accommodated in two | 


» 2? Ooc00000 


One 8-storey block (which had to have 
foundations) comprising thirty 2-bedroom fi: 
two 1-bedroom flats, and one 4-storey block, compri 


swewes opce’ a 
Seoccg gob fie00a°° 


9000000 6o eight 3-bedroom maisonnettes. Reinforced 
, 


situ framing is used throughout 
The 8-storey block is served by a staircase and 





Block Plan 





THE ARCHITECT and Building 


ete pe 1 
ta Fis 
fa 

, 





Te 


q EH 


HALF FIRST FLOOR 














ALE 20FT ) | INCH 4 , FLOOR PLANS OF THE FLATS BELOW 
SONNETTE LAY‘ HE ALE ECTION B-B I 40FT TO THE INCH, THAT OF 


THE COMPOSIT TION x AN 20FT TO THE INCH. 





1) 


a a = 2 a 











BR 6 oe 
— SECTION X-X qrounds 


8 
—— a S-S seconds third tloors 


st floors 


EN £38 


- ye j 
be 
SECTION B-B 


FLOOR 














access direct to every flat, whereas the maisonnette block of 44in flint lime brick with 2in cavity, and 3in! clinker 
is served by a single staircase and a balconies on blocks forming the internal leaf. Internal partitions are 
ground and second floor levels of 2in or 3in cellular clinker blocks. The brickwork 
"The system of construction decided upon involved has been pointed with flush perpends and the bed joints 
6in reinforced concrete load-bearing walls at the ends of well raked out in order to create a horizontal emphasis 
the high block, to the staircase and mn the centre and a texture which synthetic bricks do not otherwise 
party division. This system provided, in effect, a modified _ possess. 
box frame structure, but with intermediate columns and The flues to slow burning grates in living rooms are 
‘beams in the orthodox pattern. Floors and roof are of formed of precast refractory concrete cylindrical liners, 
hollow tile construction, and the external panel walls cased in breeze slabs with a light-weight concrete in- 
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Gilbert Sheldon House, Paddington 


filling. These have been so planned as to form a neat raid shelter, and other unsatisfactory foundation 
battery on cither side of the roof pent house, and thus ditions. Floors and roof are of hollow tile const: 
avoid numerous excrescences on the roof line. but the internal staircase 
The floor finish consists of plastic tiles throughout, constructed in timber. 
and extensive use has been made of emulsion paint for All flats and maisonnettes are he: 
decorative purposes. burning fires. Living rooms and bed 
The 4-storey block is of load-bearing cross-wall con- vided with 13 amp. socket outlets on a ring main 
struction on a reinforced concrete raft foundation, which to take electric fire Hot water is supplied tl 


1p} Ga tnr 


was necessitated by the partial remnants of a disused air by balanced flue multi-point gas water hes 


The entrance elevation of the 
maisonnette block faces North-East 
-_= 


The garden elevation, shown 
below, faces South-West 
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both kitchens and bathrooms. In the 8-storey block the 
flats are designed with pram storage in the halls, but 
additional external pram stores are 


tenants of the maisonnettes. 


upplied for the 
There are gas heated drying cupboards in both blocks, 
accessible either from staircase landings or access bal- 
conies. 

The normal pattern fuel bunkers are installed to each 
flat, with a capacity of approximately Scwt and with 
internal access from the kitchens. 

Standard pattern dust chutes are also provided in 
both blocks and a dry riser main alongsid« 
the 8-storey block. 

Great 


the chute in 


care has been taken throughout to provide 


adequate garden works, but, at the same time, reasonable 
privacy and protection to the site, with its close proximity 


to a busy arterial road. It is hoped, at a later stage, to 


grow a selection of trees and shrubs, and provide plants 
‘ both for the private flower boxes and those which have 
been designed as part of the boundary wall 

The approximate cost of the scheme was £89,400. 


Above: Balcony 
details, South- 
East face of flats. 


Close view of 
maisonnette bal- 
conies on the 
South-West 
elevation. 
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


J. M. HILL & SONS LTD. 
SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS 


Ascot Heaters: 
Ascot Gas Water Heaters Ltd. 
Boundary Wall Mesh: 
Light Steelwork (1925) Led. 
Bricks: 
Uxbridge Flint Brick Co. Ltd. 
Electrical Installation: 
Iverson Electrical Ltd. 
End Wall Treatment: 
Gunnac Ltd. 
Floor Tiling: 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co. Ltd. 
Flues to Fires: 
** True Flue "’ Ltd. 
Flush Doors: 
H. Newsum Sons & Co, Ltd. 
Gas: 
North Thames Gas Board 
lronmongery: 
Adrian Stokes Ltd. 
Kitchen Units: 
E. & H. Grace Ltd. 
Lifts: 
Hammond & Champness Ltd. 
Lightning Conductors: 
R. C, Cutting Co, Ltd. 
Metal Windows: 
Crittall Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 
Paint generally: 
Thos, Parsons & Sons Ltd. 
Paint on Concrete externally: 
Duresco Products Ltd. 
Partition Blocks: 
Broad Co. Ltd. 
Piling: 
Simplex Concrete Piles Ltd. 
Roofing : 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co. Ltd, 
Sanitary Fittings: 
Stitsons Sanitary Fittings Ltd. 
Steel Balustrading: 
Light Steelwork (1925) Ltd. 
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Privcate Cinema for Shell-«Mex & B.P. Lid... 








Below, the projection room. Above, the auditorium 











Shell-Mex House. 
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HE problem presented for solution was the provi- 
sion of an auditorium con 102 
and the construction of a 


taining Seats, 


proKk 


r 
the area of two existing offices. The 


ction room within 
larger office being 
43ft 3in long by 23ft 2in wide between piers, and the 
smaller 11ft 4in long by a.similar widt! Che dimension 
from the floor level to the soffit of the 
Oft O}in 


The longitudinal external wall on the east 


ross beams was 


contains 
four large steel casements obtaining light from an internal 
well faced with faience, and the west 
a terra 


wall consisted of 


cotta pot partition with borrowed lights over, 


forming one wall of an internal corridor 
The 


rooms concerned was of 4}in terra cotta pots 


serving suites 


of adjacent offices. cross wall between the two 


Ihe auditorium had to be designed for use as a lecture 
need 
that 

planned in the area of the small office, the 


theatre should the arise 


It was obvious the room 


should be 
auditorium 
in the larger office, with the screen and proscenium 


projec tion 


occupying the space between the piers in the south 


portion of the larger room. 


Che initial plan provided for tl ntrance to the 


auditorium to be through one pair of in the south 


of the west corridor wall, with another pair giving directly 


lOO! 


into the auditorium designed within the proscenium, 
thereby creating a sound lock between the This 
arrangement, however, was not approved by the Clients 


doors. 


who required the entrance to be from the north end 


opposite to the screen. 


London 
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architects: W. S. HATTRELL & PARTNERS 


The plan was therefore amended by reducing the size 
of the projection room and obtaining an entrance in the 
north-west of the corridor wall, but with only one pair 
of doors. 


Projection room 


As the height of the auditorium was limited, the pro- 
jection room is elevated only 2ft 6in above floor level 
on sleeper walls of thermalite blocks, and seated on 3in » lin 
compressed cork pads to prevent the passage of vibration. 
The void thus formed is utilized to contain the air extract 
ducts from the auditorium, the inlet and extract ducts 
from the projection room and the various services 
Sound filters are provided to the fans. 

The existing pot wall (diagram p. 203) is perforated 
for the ports and clad with lin fibreglass sewn sheet with 
an internal lining of 3in thermalite. The interior of 
the steel windows is covered with sound-resisting case- 
ments consisting of 3in Ijin framed shutters lined 
externally with asbestos cement sheet, internally with 
perforated hardboard and filled with 
sewn sheet. 


ljin fibreglass 
The port wall is plastered with acoustic 
plaster and the remaining walls and ceiling lined with 
acoustic tiles. The floor finish is blue ruboleum with 
non-slip aluminium Ferrodo filled nosings to the stair 
treads. The floor traps (diagram p. 204) are designed 
of sufficient density to limit the passage of sound and 
have chamfered arrises to which cork is fixed in lieu 
of the more usual rebated seating. 

[Continued on page 203 
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Private 
Cinema 
for 


Shell-Mex 


& B.P. Ltd. 








The undulating ceiling of the auditorium is sprayed asbestos on rendered 
metal lathing. Perforated stage panelling is backed with fibreglass. 





Details 
of stage 
panelling 

+ F.S. and 
Zin= I ft. 
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i a Se 


Main entrance doors to auditorium and door 
painted 
Sycamore 


to projection 


rvuom are white Handles are in 


Linings 


= 


Projection 


port. 


mn poge 20/ 


Auditorium 


A ramp towards the projection room wall enables the 
first five rows of seats to be slightly elevated 

In order to prevent the penetration of sound into the 
main corridor the existing borrowed lights were removed 
Voids 
piers and the 
behind 


and the openings filled with thermalite blocks 
were formed between the inner face of th 
corridor wall constructed of thermalite blocks, 
which are hung fibreglass sewn sheet 

rhe internally 
with shutters of the same design as those mentioned 


three steel casements were covered 


Door frame 
and lining 


Scale: 1°F.S. 


for the projection room. The projection room wall 
is lined with acoustic tiles while the corridor wall is 
plastered. 


The ceiling consists of sprayed asbestos on rendered 


metal lathing to an undulating section. The framed 
proscenium is rendered with acoustic plaster, and the 
perforated Sycamore panels thereon are backed with 
fibreglass sewn sheets. The nosing to the platform and 
the steps theretc are of mahogany. 

The auditorium ceiling is painted in lilac, the west 
wall in forest green, the north wall in white and the cast 
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Private Cinema 


for Shell-Mex & B.P. Ltd. 


wall covered with forest green curtains with a white 
hand printed design. 

The architraves, linings and skirtings are white and 
the doors in forest. green with sycamore pull handles 
and push plates. The kicking plates are finished in 
satin chromium plating. 

Lighting is by means of satin finished side lamps and 
starlight fittings in the ceiling. The auditorium carpet 
is mustard in colour, and that to the stage is grey. The 
seats are covered in grey material. 


General Contractors 


General Building and Theatre Equipment Ltd, 


Curtains ; Liberty & Co., Ltd. Decorating: Clark & Fenn, Ltd. Elec 
trical Installation: FP. H. Wheeler & Co., Ltd Joinery Trollope & Colls 
Lid. Lighting Futings: Troughton & Young, Ltd. Projectors and Sound 
Equipment Frank J. Brockliss, Ltd Seating and Furnishings: General 
Building & Theatre Equipment, Lid. Ventilating: G. N. Haden & Sons 
Lid 


The main entrance from inside. The telephone recess is 
shown in detail at the bottom of the page. Scale lin= 3ft. 
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The Age of Inigo Jones 


By James Lees-Milne, Batsford, 42s 


This book is authoritative and an 
admirable gatherum of worthwhile in 
formation. It is well produced and very 
well illustrated. Yet its effect, perhaps 
because the very standard of its pro 
duction leads us to expect a continuou 
work of historical literature, is uneven, 
a little disappointing, and at times un 
accountably dull. The author himself 
admits that the book “ may not be read 
a’ literature” and adds, over-modestly, 
that it is “frankly a reference book 
without being a work of scholarshi; 
The volume is, indeed, of most value 
as a quarry of information her 
gathered together for the first time in 
convenient form; one’s main criticism 
of some of its more severely factual 
passages is that Mr. Lees-Milne seem 
not to give quite enough “ probability 
rating” to some buildings which seem 
virtually certain, though without the 
clinch of archive evidence, to be by 
Jones or some of the other named 
designers whose work is here discussed 
He also uses a little space unnecessarily, 
in the section on buildings said to be 
by Jones, on Ford Abbey where Sir 
Edmund Prideaux’ alterations were 
quite certainly not by the already 
deceased Inigo. So then we have long 
passages, somewhat dry at times, where 
buildings by these varied seventeenth 
century artists are discussed, exhaus 
tively, seriatim, and with much descrip 
tive detail reinforced by illustrations 
But then one finds long passages of 
straight biography and narrative whose 
literary quality and flow are fully 
enough to make us wish for a more 
ursive treatment of the whole subject 

Another slight blemish in the book 
is its title. One may fairly speak of the 
“Age of” the Palladians, or of Wren, 
or of Adam (on which Mr. Lees-Milne¢ 
himself has written) but not, I think, of 
Inigo Jones. The author himself seems 
to belie his own title when he writes 
of the majority of Carolean 
houses which were not built under 
Court influence, that “we see them 
only as the ultimate expression of thi 
age over which the distant figure of 
Inigo Jones was breathing a 
flavour of the new classicism.” 
truth is that Inigo Jones, a brilliant, 
versatile innovator whose close fol 
lowers combined with him to produc« 
a considerable body of highly im 
portant architecture, was a somewhat 
isolated pioneer whose fulfilment only 
came, in transmuted form, in the day 
of Lord Burlington, the Whig Su 
premacy, and the Age of Reason. Jones 
himself, though in the end he wa 
employed by Lord Pembroke who had 
come down on the Parliament side of 
the political fence, was in spirit and 


country 


taint 


The 


ebruary 1954 


A R Y 


ympathy part of the society which was 
jefeated and in part submerged by the 
passions of Civil War. How limited 
was the acceptance in England of the 
Palladian, Genoese, and other Renais- 
sance ideas of the Jones school (not 
Age) is well shown in such pic- 
turesquely mixed and muddle-headed 
buildings as the chapel of Brasenose 
ind the gateway of Stanway—and 
Stanway has its smaller equivalents, at 
Chelvey or West Harptree to quote two 
Somerset examples, all over the western 
ounties and elsewhere in England. 
Once we are past this book’s mis- 
leading title we can settle down to what 
an excellent compilation of architec- 
tural history, description, and brilliant 
eference to Continental influences, by 
no means all of them Palladian, which 
went to the making of the school. Jones 
himself emerges as a wide-ranging vir- 
tuoso, aS an unswerving devotee of the 
lassical styles he had seen in Italy, 
and as a man who must have been un- 
pleasant to deal with and who was, in 
personal character, vastly the inferior 
of Wren. It is of great importance that 
he, like Vanbrugh, did not take to archi- 
tecture till he had shone in another 
métier (in Jones’ case the décor, not 
the text, of the drama), and that Jones 
was always in essence an architect with- 
out any of the professional training that 
even a master mason of those days 
would normally have had. The descrip- 
tive section on Jones’ known, or pos- 
sible, works (numerous attributions are 
relegated to their properly “ unproven ” 
limbo) contains several good points 
which will come as a novelty to many. 
For instance, the umexecuted Star 
Chamber design anticipated that of the 
Banqueting Hall, Jones did a classical 
screen for Winchester Cathedral whose 
disappearance is a sad loss, and the 
Queen’s Chapel at Marlborough House 
has the oldest Venetian window in 
England 
To my mind the most interesting 
parts of the book are where Mr. Lees- 
Milne shows how important, alongside 
early Palladianism and in particular in 
the area round Stamford, were the in- 
fluences of Rubens, the Genoese 
palazzi, and French classicism on the 
small céterie of those who started the 
process of stocking England with 
genuinely Renaissance architecture. 
There are excellent, comparatively 
hort sections on the life and works (or 
possible works) of such “ continuators ” 
of Jones as Webb, Mills, and Pratt; one 
fully realizes, both from the text and 
from two tragic photographs, the 
dreadfulness of the loss suffered when 
Pratt’s Coleshill was gutted and then 
pulled down. The book ends, a little 
rappily, with a passage on Carolean 
immishing and on certain aspects of 
the cavalier way of life. Here, again, 
how ill the word “Age” 
applies to a period when most gentry 
were quite happy to live unpolished 
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lives in mediaeval, or 
medizval houses like 
Barrington Court. 


stylistically 
Montacute or 
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School Design and 
Construction 
By J. A. Godfrey and R. Castle 
Cleary. Published by The Architec- 
tural Press. Price 36s. 


HE literature on the subject of 
school building in this country is 
not extensive. Apart from articles in 
the professional and technical press, the 
main source of information on current 
aims and methods has been the Minis- 
try of Education’s series, started a little 
over four years ago, of Buildings Bul- 
letins. These are, for all their infor- 
mality and frequent insistence that 
none of the guidance is mandatory, an 
organ of a Government Department, 
and remain limited in one or two direc- 
tions in consequence; moreover, since 
their chief purpose is to spread news 
about fresh problems and solutions of 
them, they are not definitive but in 
some ways almost ephemeral. 

There was, therefore, great scope for 
an independent textbook on the sub- 
ject, and the work of Messrs. Godfrey 
and Castle Cleary is most welcome. 
The subjects treated include the choice 
of sites and layout of playing fields and 
playgrounds, the planning of accommo- 
dation for nursery, primary and 
secondary schools, the functional re- 
quirements which are basic to con- 
struction and design, forms of construc- 
tion both traditional and non-tradi- 
tional, finishes, and furniture and 
equipment. All this is prefaced by a 
brief historical review, first of the 
educational system of the United King- 
dom, and then of the design of school 
buildings. The book is copiously illus- 
trated by photographs and line draw- 
ings, and has a useful bibliography. 
Throughout it there are deferential 
references to the Ministry of Educa- 
tion bulletins, and the Standards of 
School Premises Regulations, 1951, are 
frequently mentioned—to the extent, 
indeed, of quite elaborately tabulating 
some of their provisions. 

The authors allow themselves only 
passing references to the fixing by the 
Minister of Education of uniform limits 
of cost for buildings of maintained 
schools, and no description of the 
method used for that limitation; still 
less any detailed comparison between 
plans dating from before and after the 
economies. One direct effect of the 
economies has been dual use of circula- 
tion space and, in many plans, virtual 
elimination of corridors on upper 
floors; so much is recorded (p. 198), 
but there is no discussion of any alter- 
native savings or of possible educa- 
tional disadvantages; indeed, the 
authors almost appear (p. 124) content 
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to hear that a new educational philo- than an overgrown town, and the most great succes [he author ha 
sophy has been brought into being by important fact about the book is that right qualifications; as a waterman 
the extreme compactness of current he really believes in and likes the city, has explored hundreds of mile 
planning. After the first chapter, wishing not to dilute but to intensify and canal; he is a very good 
which traces the history of schools in it. This is the only practicable solu- grapher (one of h photos 1 
this country from as far back as the _ tion, but it is refreshing to see it stated this book stood out at the A.A 
Middle Ages, educational information as an ideal rather than a necessary evil : bers’ exhibition of photograpl! 
becomes incidental and is scattered may it bear fruit before we in England. that of the Forth Bridge 
throughout the book; thus the chapter commute to one city from the overspill architect he is competent to a 
on secondary schools, after the briefest of the next. materials, construction, and thx 
possible description of secondary edu- His views on design could be neering problems involved 
cation as it is to-day, takes the main summed up as a plea for putting the torical survey covers a wide S| 
planning elements of secondary school art back into architecture and the artist enturies bringing us up to 194 
buildings one by one, and then each back into the town planning office is hard to say which are mor 
type of specialist room in alphabetical This bisection of his stalking-horse ing, the earlier stone bridge 
order, without discussing interrelation causes him to say simultaneously sen- » cleanly their obstacle 
of the subject taught in them. How- sible things about planning and silly ictorian engineering ventur: 
ever, it would need not one but several things about architecture. That town- great period of Rennie, Brind 
volumes to deal adequately with the scape is an art needs saying over and lelford, which make one ponder 
immense variety of secondary schools, over again, and that painters and the decline in subsequent bridg 
ranging from under 100 to over 2,000 sculptors should have more outdoor sign and the apparent refusal of 
pupils in size, and the authors are to commissions, and that civic planners engineers to emulate Maillart 
be congratulated on the amount of in- should integrate beauty with the drains work in Switzerland 
formation of general application that —and not, as now happens, build the Mr. de Maré 1 
they have included. drains and then try to apply botched that went into tl 
In the section of the book that is de- _ beauty in municipal gardening. bridges. For instar 
voted to functional requirements the Some of Mr. Tunnard’s exemplars 0f Peter Colechur 
discussion of natural and artificial light- are. worrying—he has Haussmann’s ‘= London took 
ing will be particularly valuable. The Paris on the brain—and the integration ‘London Bridge to 
review of structural systems rightly em- must be much more fluid and imperma- 4/80 reminded of th I 
phasizes that many school buildings nent than he visualizes if we are not to _—Dility shouldered by bridge enginees 
will be subjected in the future to in- create a set of untouchable museum “Pontifex” of our schoolday 
ternal adaptation. Near the end of the pieces, but fundamentally he is right Board of Trade affirmed 
book comes the information that even all the way. bridge had been badly designe 
for the proper design of pupils’ tables Putting the art into architecture, comstructed and badly main 
and chairs not enough anthropometric however, is transmuted into an attack our months later Sir Thon 
data have yet been collected. The on functionalism and the demand of <¢¢, his spirit brol 
quotation may serve to illustrate not freedom of styles for all. This is i profession for i 
only the fluidity of present ideas about dangerous, and although Mr. Tunnard ‘te most 
the design of schools, but also that the assures us that he is not upholding ons 1s no 
source of so much variety and intricacy _ period revivals, it is unlikely that others P°"ded footbridg 
in the subject is that varied creature, will maintain the fine distinction be- ‘2 Aberdeenshire 
the human child. A building can in- tween a set of styles, all genuinely felt, ‘Pace has not been foun 
deed aid his physical and mental de- to be used according to mood, and ‘Ure one over th 
velopment, and this book should be a mock-Gothic, neo-Georgian, etc., for ope this delight 
valuable help in furthering that end. their own sweet sakes. Another romp trengthen public opi 
E. W. W. of style-picking is a poor exchange for etter design of foot, and othe: 
a rational standard of design, of our {or as Mr. de Maré says “ most of 
The City of Man own time, against which good archi- are beautiful,” and why should t 
By Christopher Tunnard. The Archi- tects can be great and bad ones un- ntinue to ft ) 
tectural Press. 50s. objectionable. — 
The historical chapters, especially Figme and Environment 
HIS is a very American book, and mens err ring —_ ny Seve By Walter Segal. Leonard H 
that is perhaps as near to the and Utopian communities, are fascinat y r oegal lard | 
truth as a book review can eet. 1n424 ‘2S and complete in themselves—they 
“hri +. 8 - sould be abstracted from the book to “™JOCHIS second and enlarged editior 
pages, Christopher Tunnard has pro- pe an i ellent introduc on Sa ee oe 
duced a kaleidoscope of the city out of pe ot - — “~ pe —?_ = 9 Mr. Walter Segal’s original | 
which emerges, through chapters of * shy . ph sages Saohe the k a . cation of five years ago adds s 
history, sociology and esthetics, his WOFGS '© assess the w ole book one is studies from his “larder” of 
: oT : driven back to its American character, *xpresses defiant oppositio 
own view of civic design. joo | cae et oh agg : a raga ect “gg ASOD 
“Emerges,” advisedly, for the whole '% it reads ——, like a comple- short-sighted and unrealistic 
book is imprecise, like so many other oper ile t =e se aceggoe’ novels to reduce post-war housing st 
manuals of urban living which have ”: SF ee noe Seen’ panacea and warns architects of the 1 
come from America in the last decade. ‘'*¥ of man’s environment as they do ing forsaken if failing in their 
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To an Englishman, accustomed to the of man himself. It is almost a stream- make a stand again 
utter clarity of a book like “Oxford of-consciousness planners handbook. policies 

Observed ” this seems a maze of neolo- TAN NAIRN. That controversial subject—th 
gisms among which one has to grope storey terrace house—is an add 
anxiously for a clear opinion or a con- : a study. Tests applied show that 
crete example; all the conclusions seem The Bridges of Britain same oy om dation and bent 
to be presented elliptically. owever es 7 six more houses per acre can be 

if the ‘book is not ~ son eet By Eric de Maré. Batsford. 42s using the two-storey house and 
it is perfectly consistent, and one internal planning, thé for 
finishes it with a clear idea in one’s ONCE asked an intelligent layman frontage house. At least, that 1 
mind of the type of city Mr. Tunnard to say which modern building in the small house but it is possible 
wants, though hard put to select the London he admired most. “Waterloo the same arguments would not be 
crucial sentences or paragraphs which Bridge,” he replied! This new book when comparisons are made 
put it there. Throughout, he ex- of bridges is a very handsome and satis- _ larger type of house The advanta 
pounds clearly the idea of a city rather fying production, and should have a introducing flat de\ elopment in 


such ret 
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density areas to release more ground 
space for the two-storey small house 
are shown which certainly cannot be de 
nied when the alternative means 
crippling the amenities for the latter 

An interesting suggestion has been 
well illustrated for a simplified central 
heating system for use in the present 
day small house but its idea of confin 
ing hot and cold water supplies, boiler 
flue stack and airing cupboard in one 
vertical unit has advantages in initial 
cost, efficiency and maintenance which 
might also apply to larger houses 

The “T” and cruciform blocks of 
flats are examined but difficulties in re 
gard to privacy against overlooking be 
come apparent, while orientation is not 
considered as satisfactory as the ortho 
dox central staircase type serving two 
flats per landing. An additional appen 
dix illustrating a layout for 500 families 
together with open spaces, shopping 
centre and community buildings com 
pletes a book full of highly imaginative 
ideas amply explained by numerou 
line sketches and diagrams 


Middlesex 
By Sir Clifford Radcliffe, 
D.L. Evans Brothers, Ltd 





C.B.E., 
10s 6d 


HE vast field of activity and re 

sponsibilities that is the lot of 
metropolitan and rural Middlesex 
here condensed within some 230 pages 
of text and illustration. It cannot fail 
to be of interest to technician and lay 
public alike for the lucid exposition of 
such a complex field of activity 

The administration of the county 
and its growing scope in the affairs of 
the community are reviewed from early 
times when landowners and _ the 
Justices of the Peace were held respon 
sible for law and order to the formation 
of County Councils in 1888 From 
then until the present day its authority 
as an elected body is outlined. A chay 
ter recites the history of the Council’ 
Guildhall and clears the mystery, fo 
many, of its existence in the London 
County Council administrative area 
The reader will applaud the action 
taken by the Council in preserving 
Parliament Square from a 9-storey 
office block on its west side which 
would have prevented the recent great 
improvement so much admired. 

The field of interest is enlarged to 
include a broad picture of the growth 
from earliest times to the present day 
of one of London’s most important 
“home” counties. It paints vivid pic 
tures, assisted by excellent photograph 
and diagram plans, of life in pre 
Roman and post-Roman times through 
the ages to the present day. It touches 
upon the general appearance of the 
county, the homes and meeting places 
of the people—all under the influenc« 
of a growing metropolis on their door 
step and which has now absorbed the 
greater part of it. 

So far as the author records, the tre 
mendous absorption of the rural 
countryside of the last 30 years by 
roads and buildings has left behind 
many quiet stretches of the Thames, 
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golf courses and other recreational 
facilities including places for mass 
interest in sporting events at Twicken- 
ham, Wembley and Kempton Park. 
Murmurs from across the Thames 
which threaten further absorption of 
uch retreats for housing sites might 
well lead to a similar threat to those in 
Middlesex 
This picture is varied and highly 
oloured by the activities of important 
historical persons from the leader of a 
peasants revolt to warring kings or 
from famous authors to church digni- 
taries, all of whom changed in varying 
the course of national history 
ind left their mark behind in buildings. 
As a result the county abounds in his- 
toric houses, An extensive extract from 
the report and inventory of the Royal 
Commission on Historical Monuments 
serves as a guide for exploring expedi- 
tions 
The last part deals with the public 
and offers a commendable 
summary of modern developments of 
interest including the most controver- 
sial of all these services—Town and 
Country Planning. This great service 
was introduced to make good the 
ravages of “. . . that great outburst of 
materialism which was called the In- 
dustrial Revolution.” To-day, however, 
it is still unable to serve such a positive 
function owing to the unsolved finan- 
ial and administrative problems. 
Meanwhile Town and Country Plan- 
ning, as a public service, can, at best, 
ryve only a negative and unpopular 
ole in dealing with day-to-day appli- 
itions. “It can be seen” the author 
tates “that public interest and support 
ire more essential in this work than in 
other local government func- 


legrees, 


seTViICes 


many 
ons.” 
D. PLUMSTEAD. 


A new-type Swedish vacuum cleaner for 

use in flats. A built-in suction tube runs 

up each stair-well with an attachment at 

landing levels. The tube leads out at the 

ground-floor entrance and connects to a 
trolley suction-unit. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 

Architect’s Standard Catalogues, Edition 
12, Volumes 1 to 4. Published by The 
Standard Catalogue Co., Ltd. 

An Atlas of End-Grain Photomicrographs 
for the Identification of Hardwoods. 
Published by the D.S.I.R. by H.M.S.O. 
Price 12s 


Application of Mastic Asphalte, Flooring 
and Paving. Published by The Natural 
Asphalte Mine Owners’ and Manufac- 
turers’ Council. 


Principles of Builders’ Estimating, by 
RG. Bailey. Published by Crosby 
Lockwood. Price 7s 6d. 


Built-in Furniture, by Arthur R. Brown 
Published by Crosby Lockwood. Price 
12s 6d 

Symposium on Building for Agriculture. 
Published by the Architectural Associa- 
tion 

Building Science, Vol. 2, by P. A. C. Reid. 
Published by Longmans, Green and 
Co., Ltd. Price 10s 6d. 

Early Melbourne Architecture, 1840 to 
1888. A Photographic Record, com- 
piled and edited by Maie Casey, Joan 
Lindsay, D. A. Casey, J. R. Freeman, 
T. D. Freeman and A. R. Henderson 
Published by the Oxford University 
Press. Price 40s. 

English Weathervanes. Their stories and 
legends from Medieval to Modern 
times, by . Needham, F.R.S.A., 
A.M.C. Published by Charles Clarke, 
Ltd. Price 10s 6d. 


General Purpose in Farm Buildings. Pub 
lished by The British Standards Institu- 
tion. Price 2s 6d. 

The Housing Estate Garden, by S. J 
Poole. Published by W. H, and L. Col 
lingridge, Ltd. Price 7s. 

Italian Gardens of the Renaissance, by 
Shepherd and Jellicoe. Published by 
Alec Tiranti, Ltd. Price 25s, 

Modern Gardens, by Peter Shepheard 
Published by The Architectural Press 
Price 36s. 


Municipal Engineering Administration and 
Organisation, by Rodney S. Offord. 
Published by Contractor’s Record, Ltd 
Price 25s. 

The New Small Houses, by F. R. S. Yorke 
and Penelope Whiting. Published by 
The Architectural Press. Price 25s. 

A New Map of the World. The Trystan 
Edwards Homalographic Projection 


Published by B. T. Batsford, Ltd. Price 
5s. 


Pencil Techniques in Modern Design, by 
Atkins, Corbelletti and Fiore. Pub 
lished by Reinhold Publishing Cor- 
poration. Price 66s 

Mies Van Der Rohe, by Philip C. John- 
son (2nd Edition), Published by The 
Museum of Modern Art, N.Y. Dis- 
tributors, Putnam and Co., Ltd. Price, 
cloth $7.50, paper $3.50. 

Reprinted Pieces, Relating Mainly to the 
Building Trade and Surveying Profes 
sion, by Thos. V. Hutchins. Printed by 
Richard Madley, Ltd. 

Spon’s Architects’ and Builders’ Price 
Book, 1953-54, 79th Edition. Price 25s. 

Victorian Architect, Life and Work of 
William Tinsley. Published by Indiana 
University Press. Price $5. 

World’s Contemporary Architecture, 
Volume 5—Germany. Edited by Yuichi 
Ino and Shinji Koike. Published by 
Shokokusha Publishing Co. Inc., Tokyo, 
Japan. Price $5. 
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COMPETITION FOR DUBLIN PORT AND DOCKS BOARD BUILDING 


Twenty-eight designs were submitted in this competition, which was limited to architects practising rela 
Fairweather, Vincent Kelly and Alfred E. Jones, F.F.R.1.AJ., stated in their report that the standard of d 
disappointing, particularly as regards planning. They were unable to recommend any one of the desigr 
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DESIGN AWARDED SECOND PREMIUM OF £500 
BY ALAN HOPE, F.R.1.A.1., A.R.I.B.A. 
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DESIGN AWARDED THIRD PREMIUM OF £200 
BY LIAM BOYLE, B.Arch., A.M.T.P.I 
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THE ARCHITi 
DESIGN AWARDED FOURTH PREMIUM OF 


£100 
G. P. O'BRIEN, B. MORRIS, D. P. 
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suit all 
housing styles 


now that the steel position is easier Crittall Standard 
Metal Windows are again available in all the different glazing-bar 
irrangements required by traditional and contemporary 
f architecture. There is also the new *‘ZN”’ range of 
types 2 ft. wide, the proportions of which are 
preferred by many architects. 


THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD., BRAINTREE 





Out of date! who? me! 


** The brontosaurus disappeared, we are told, because 


he failed to adapt himself to his environment.” 


“Now where might that observation, unusual 


for an architect, be leading 


‘€To a subject that concerns contractors too — the 
disappearance of sand-based plasters in favour of 
” 


Carlite — the modern . . . 


“ 


... pre-mixed vermiculite plaster, yes? Do 
you yourself specify Carlite 2” 

Of course. Then I know my specification cannot 
fail to be met exactly. Because Carlite is pre-mixed 


it can be exactly controlled at the factory. Every 


THE ARCHITE( 


bate h must b 


3 That's more 
| 
men splashing 


headac hes ( 


** Not a he ida 
a hogshead ! 
and cracks only 
is better. And her 


we ighs I § th it 


“That would 
weight-lifting 


kind of sper I 


CAMAAL 


© For full details of Carlite write to: The Carlisie Plaster & ¢ 


The Gotham Company 1 
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The R.I.B.A. 


“| HAVE never 
criticism.” 
spoken by the 
R.LB.A., Mr 
M.C., A.R.A., 


heard a_ better 
Those words were 

President of he 
Howard Robertson, 
S.A.D.G., after Mz 
Basil Spence, O.B.E., AR.A., 
A.R.S.A., had delivered his criticism 
if the work submitted for the R.I.B.A 
prizes and studentships. I concur 
wholeheartedly with this summing up 
of Mr. Spence’s masterly criticism 

I have had the pleasure of listening 
to critics, on the first Tuesday u 
February, for many years now and I 
have never listened to a criticism of 
students’ work which I have enjoyed 
so mucl 

Mr. Spence is without doubt 
tudent, an architect and an orator 
no mean achievement. How easy, with 
ipabilities, for him to have 
fallen into the trap of clever oratory 
How easy to be clever with word 
Critics have been known to fall int 
this trap It says much for Mz: 
Spence uppreciation of his task that 
he did not His well-chosen word: 
were full of meaning for the student 
who attended 66, Portland Place for 
this annual event 

I, like the R.I.B.A. officials, thought 
there would have been a larger attend 
ance. I was also sorry to see that th 
older generation did not deign t& 
become students even for one evening 
I was, however, pleased to note that 
Scotland was well represented to hear 
both Mr. Spence and Professor R. H 
Matthew 

Mr. Spence opened his criticism i 
the form of a question. Why, he asked 
was not the high standard that wa 
displayed in the designs submitted 
maintained when the student entered 
into private practice? Anyone whi 
has had the pleasure of studying Mr 
Spence’s executed works will, I feel 
sure, agree that he has maintained the 
high standard of design for which he 
was renowned whilst a student at 
Edinburgh College He exhorted 
students to cling to their beliefs and 
to nurse them as precious jewel 

“T would like to say at least a word 
or two about 
submitted 
these set 


these 


drawing 
I think this is right because 
represent the finals of hotly 
contested competitions.” How very 
rarely has a critic taken this line. All 
too often critics have said a few flatter 
ing words about the winning design 
and dismissed the remainder en blo 
with a few sarcastic words. When you 
have spent many hours preparing y: 

final drawings and then travelled t 
the R.I.B.A. to hear why the Jury felt 
your design was not worthy of receiv 
ing the first prize, it is very discourag 
ing, to say the least, to be treated in 
this fashion. I would not have beer 
surprised if Mr. Spence, in his student 


rit 


every Set ol 


days, had not received such treatment 


on the numerous occasions he attended 


i954 


and Criticism, 


TAYLOR, 


unnual criticism, and was therefore 
determined that if ever he reached the 
minence of critic he would treat the 


tudents as he would wish to be 


Never have I heard a critic be so 
ipful. Not only did he explain where 
design failed but he was not for- 
il in praising the good points 
h impressed the Jury. I feel that 
majority of the also-rans must have 
ft Portland Place with a far greater 
faction from their efforts than 
n they received the official notifica- 
tating that they had been un- 

ful 
year it was the Tite’s turn. I 
red where the critics were who 
to see the end of this study of 
itecture of the Italian Renais- 
I venture to suggest to them 
ry one of the fifteen finalists 
thoroughly enjoyed them- 

but benefited by the exercise. 
ubject set was “An Italian 
Garden—laid out to celebrate 
overy of a hillside spring near 
Italian Villa.” As Mr. Spence 
What a lovely subject—what 
irvellous job if it happened in real 


to this design was the use 

landscaping and waterscaping. 

obvious from the esquisses on 

ition that the entrants had 

roughly enjoyed the subject and 

id entered with great enthusiasm. 

What a pity the vitality which was 

displayed in the esquisses was lacking 

finished drawings. Neverthe- 

the drawings were a pleasure to 

and the Jury had my sympathy 
sing the winner 

I offer my congratulations to 

vinner and also the unsuccessful 

ery worthy exhibition which I 

ire Sir William Tite would have 

ipheld the high traditions of this 


ubject set for the Soane was 
in character to the Tite. It 
ilculated to stimulate’ the 
ation of the entrants. Unfortu- 
only one entrant let his 
ination loose in the final design 
ibject was “St. Paul’s stairs and 
the river approach to the 

ar il " 
juisses showed great promise 
Jury must have been extremely 
ppointed with the final results. 
tempted to ask if the Schools do 
too much emphasis on the 
nd too little on the final 


ike the Jury, thoroughly enjoyed 
nner’s design. It was full of 
ind imagination, which could 


uid of the remaining thirteen 


re there only three entrants 
Studentship? To my 
the “Rome” of the 


1954 


A.R.I.B.A. 


measured drawing prizes but it is 
shunned by the majority of students. 
I blame the Schools for this attitude of 
mind. Why try to teach design when 
the majority of students have little 
appreciation of how the designs of the 
past were derived? ‘The last genera- 
tion of architects produced some bril- 
liant men and many admit that their 
success in design was to a large extent 
derived from the study and measure- 
ment of buildings of previous genera- 
tions. Mr. Spence is without doubt a 
brilliant designer who would admit that 
his study of the Gothic materially 
assisted him in his practice. 

I had to smile at his remark: “In my 
day you had to fight for these prizes.” 
Mr. Spence in 1931 submitted a beau- 
tiful set of drawings for this prize 
which, in any normal year, would have 
been a certain winner. Unfortunately 
he found himself competing against one 
of the best sets of drawings ever sub- 
mitted for this prize, by Mr. G. H. 
White, who took as his subject build- 
ings in York. This did not prevent 
Mr. Spence adding to his drawings and 
being a successful Pugin winner in 
1933 

It must, therefore, have been with 
mixed feelings that Mr. Spence viewed 
the three sets of drawings submitted 
The winner, Mr. Rowberry, added to 
the prestige of this prize by his excel- 
lent set of drawings of studies of 
Gothic work in the Cotswolds, Worces- 
ter and Tewkesbury. I can do no 
better than quote Mr. Spence’s re- 
oe: *. the measured work 
much in freehand, the latter being of 
excellent quality representing admir- 
ably and sympathetically the spirit of 
Gothic and the three-dimensional form 
of the structure. The use of colour 
showing its application in glass, wood 
and stone, is to be commended, while 
the details of gargeyles, dripstones and 
grotesques have caught the bucolic 
humour of the mediaval mason.” It 
was obvious from Mr. Rowberry’s 
notes and drawings that he had 
thoroughly enjoyed himself. He is 
proposing to continue his studies in 
the Yorkshire area—an area rich in 
smaller works, perhaps not so refined 
as in the south but relying on excellent 
proportions 

Mr. Rowberry has been encouraged 
in his studies by Mr. G. M. Harper, 
who was a Pugin winner in 1948. I 
hope all winners and those interested in 
Gothic work will encourage students to 
submit work for this prize. 

I was very interested in the drawings 
submitted by Mr. C. F. Stell, of St 
Winifred’s Well, Holywell, Flintshire 
These were in ink. I do not remember 
anyone submitting drawings in ink 
since Donald McMorran in 1925. I 
would suggest Mr. Stell studies Mr 
McMorran’s technique of ink drawing 
and try again. He would do well to 
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try recording the same building in free- 
hand. This should assist him to 
obtain more feeling into his drawings. 

There were four entrants for the 
Owen Jones—all full of interest. Mr. 
Notman, the winner, submitted, in 
addition to critical notes on Owen 
Jones’ “Grammar of Ornament,” two 
groups of drawings. One sheet was a 
collection of about 20 sketches of 
buildings in Denmark. These sketches 
covered a variety of subjects too 
numerous to mention but all exquis- 
itely executed. It was obvious Mr. 
Notman had enjoyed his studies. 

He informs me that he is proposing 
to visit Colonial architecture in Caro- 
lina and contemporary design in New 
York and Philadelphia. 

There were seven entrants for the 
R.L.B.A. Essay Prize. The winner, 
Mr. Peter Collins, wrote on “The 
Architectural Doctrine of Jacques 
Francis Blonder.” Why do applicants 
not read the instructions? Year after 
year theses are submitted. The pri- 
mary requirement of an essay is its 
literary quality, which unfortunately 
was lacking in the majority of those 
submitted. 

The title of the Junior or Banister 
Fletcher Essay was “ The Relevance of 
History to Quality in Building Today.” 
It is, therefore, not surprising that 
there were only four entrants. Unfor- 
tunately none was of sufficient merit to 
gain the award. 

Why was there only one entrant 
for the Grissell Medal? Is it the 
prize-money or are the students not 
interested in construction? The pro- 
gramme could not be the cause, 
as candidates could submit their 
own programme. Mr. M. P. Bates 
submitted an excellent set of working 
drawings well laid out and equally well 
notated. 

As is usual, the sketches submitted 
by students of public and secondary 
schools were of a high quality through- 
out. As Mr. Spence commented, there 
are many architects with A.R.I.B.A. be- 
hind their names who could not draw 
as well as these budding architects. 

Unfortunately Mr. Spence followed 
the lead of past critics and did not 
comment on the postgraduate prizes. 
Congratulations to Major R. A. Jensen, 
Director of Housing to the Borough of 
Paddington, who is the first recipient of 
the Rose Shipman Studentship. He is 
proposing to extend his previous re- 
search, which was into High Density 
Housing. The major part of his re- 
search will be undertaken in Scandi- 
navian countries, Germany and France. 
I feel sure his research will be of bene- 
fit to the people of Paddington. 

The Andrew Prentice Bequest for 
the study of Spanish architecture_was 
awarded to Mr. J. E. D. Sanderson. 
Mr. Spence envied Mr. Sanderson, for 
as he commented, fancy being paid to 
visit Spain where sherry was 2d a glass 
and a bottle of champagne cost 2s. 

Mr. Lloyd Hughes, winner of the 
Hunt Bursary, proposed to study hous- 
ing development in Holland. 

I would like to end on the same note 
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as Mr. Spence, who, like myself, feels 
that the competition for these ripe 
plums is not fierce enough. £3,000 
for distribution each year and so few 
entrants. Study this year’s prizes and 
do not leave it to the other fellow; have 
an attempt yourself. You will neve: 
regret it, even if you are not successful! 


Roi.w-Ae FINA 

EXAMINATIO 
THESES 

A Decline in Quality: Some 

Suggestions for Achievir 

Requisite Standard 
HE purpose of the final thesis is to 
discover not only whether the 
candidate has something to say but 
whether he can say it in good, clea 
English. Every probationer and stu 
dent will be aware that a qualified 
member of the profession, be he private 
practitioner or salaried architect, has as 
often to express his ideas by means of 
the written word as by means of the 
drawing. Both means of expression 
must therefore be equally lucid and 
unambiguous. 

Theses submitted for the Final 
Examination during the past two or 
three years have revealed that too oftén 
marks have been lost by the commis 
sion of certain common faults—some 
serious, others less so—with a resulting 
deterioration in the average quality of 
the theses submitted. It is felt there- 
fore that it may be of assistance to 
future candidates if these prevalent 
faults be brought to their attention now 
in the hope that, by avoiding them, 
candidates will be enabled to submit 
theses of a more acceptable standard 

It may be said at once that most of 
the faults in question could be avoided 
if candidates were to read, and take 
note of, the memorandum published by 
the Royal Institute for their guidance 
when preparing for these examinations. 
The notes in this memorandum have 
been carefully drafted and their every 
word is meant to be taken to heart. 
The memorandum, however, assumes 
—perhaps not unreasonably—that, by 
the time they come to sit for their Final 
examination, candidates can at least 
write English without committing gross 
errors of spelling and punctuation. In 
fact, this has too often proved to be a 
quite unwarranted assumption. Faulty 
spelling and punctuation is perhaps the 
most usual—and least necessary 
of mark deduction. There is no excuse 
for this. 

Other points which demand mention 
are briefly given below under three 
main headings : — 

(1) Subject Matter 

(a) The subject matter for a thesis, 
however specialized, should be 
directly related to some aspect 
of architecture and in its treat- 
ment this relation must not 
lost sight of. 

(b) For most subjects one week’s 
research “in the field” is worth 
many weeks’ study in a library 

(c) Try to avoid covering unneces- 
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You'll see them on all the best modern buildings... 


Site Nor irchitects; Messrs. Rix & Rix, Burnham 
Eastman Partners, Slougs Builder: E. & J. Cotton Ltd., Iver. 


rHE Development and use of the Combined Finlock 
Gutter and Lintol is a significant post-war trend. 


Free assistance available on 


SERVICE any site, 





Finlock combines a very fine appearance with savings 
in Cost, Maintenance, Bricks and Timber. i 

We take off quantities and are 
, es completely responsible for seeing 
Finlock has been specified on :nany prize-winning ESTIMATING | that correct goods arrive on site 


designs, and is being used by upwards of 1,000 Local at stated time. 
and Education Authorities, County Councils, Develop- 
ment Corporations, War Office, Admiralty, Air Ministry, 
Ministry of Works, Gas and Electricity Boards, etc., DELIVERIES | Our transport covers the British 
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Winter Conditions 


[? has been my misfortune to hav 
to travel the country widely durin 
the recent period of heavy snow and 
hard frost so that I have not only seet 
a wide variety of the effects on ou: 
buildings, and their plumbing systems 
in particular, but also I have had t& 
listen to endless tirades on the inade 
quacy of the methods of our industry 
which permit of such widespread 
damage when the occasional hard 
winter occurs 

I fear that the industry is blamed for 
much that is not its fault as so often 
the causes of trouble are quite outside 
the control of those of us who design 
or erect buildings; there are the faults 
and they are many, which arise from 
an unwillingness on the part of the 
customers to pay for adequate con 
struction and installations, sometime 
an unwillingness or even inability t 
pay for sufficient fuel and also the 
sheer carelessness in failure to tak« 
simple precautions It should be 
possible to persuade the customers t 
incur an adequate initial expenditure 
on their buildings in order to install 
sufficient structural insulation and 
proper lagging to cold pipes if the reé 
placement costs, which may arise from 
time to time, are made clear but their 
precautions are of little value if inade 
quate internal temperatures are main 
tained due to an inadequate system of 
heating or an insufficient expenditur 
of fuel 

On my travels I saw many example: 
of complete freezing of pipes, gas wate: 
heaters, W.C. pans and cisterns in 
stalled within buildings which might 


not have frozen if some simple action, 


such as leaving open the room doors 
had been taken so that the heat avail 
able in the house had been allowed to 
penetrate into bathrooms and W.< 
I also believe that in endeavours to 
economize fuel many hot water distri 
bution pipes have been lagged whicl 
if they had been unlagged would hav« 
allowed a heat distribution into tl 
house generally. Certainly to kee 
open the door of a liren cupboard ir 
which there is a hot water storage tank 
even if lagged, or a heating coil car 
make a great deal of difference to tem 
peratures in upper floors of houses 

I saw two or three examples 
trouble due to cold water pipes having 
been installed in the cavities of 1 lir 
outside walls; this seems to be an e&x 
tremely foolish action, as not only i 
there a mere 44in of brickwork as 
protection and a bend at the eaves 
which is fairly exposed and quite im 
possible to lag if it was not lagged bs 
fore the roofing was installed, but t 
replace a pipe in such a position when 
it has burst is absurdly complicated 
and costly. By far the most common 
causes of failure were, however, lack 
of lagging to rising mains and lack of 
protection of ball valves feeding stor 
age cisterns 

So many waste pipes seem to freeze 


because two elementary precaution 


not been taken by householders. 
rst, to allow taps to drip because a 
her needs replacement not only 
almost certain blockage in frosty 
veather but is incidentally an offence 
inder water supply regulations as it 
titutes a wastage of water. If taps 
ire dripping in cold weather and the 
cannot be changed, the plug 
placed in the waste-hole as 
prevents the very slow discharge 
which so easily freezes and 
timately causes a complete blockage. 
But why do we continue to install out- 
ide waste and soil pipes when we need 
not? If these are planned within the 
building the extra cost is small and 
risks of freezing are greatly reduced 
Incidentally, I did not expect that a 
pipe plumbing system installed ex- 
nally could freeze up due to a very 
low discharge from a dripping tap but 
now I know it can, having seen an 
xample 
I came across a number of instances 
lack of water due to the supply pipe 
mm the main to the house having 
ozen There appeared to be two 
neral causes; first, the supply pipe 
insufficiently buried in the ground, 
ere a cover of at least 2ft, and better 
s a desirable and inexpensive 
precaution and secondly, the supply 
pipe having been brought up and into 
building above the ground extern- 
without proper protection instead 
ing through the external wall or 
the foundations well below the 
uund level and rising within the 
ing, preferably on an_ internal 


vasne! 


ould be 


wate! 


It O1n, 


I 
| 


»bservations seemed to indicate 
there was much more evidence of 
ezing of water pipes in houses hav- 
Yin solid walls than in those built 
cavity walls, especially when the 
ire installed against the external 
themselves. This again makes 
think that my remarks in earlier 
les in this series that cavity walls 
ential and that the inner leaf 
of materials such as light- 
yncrete blocks were worth- 

i 
Many tenants of houses with severe 
eezing of pipes and burst pipes seem 
expect that their buildings should 
t fail to maintain water supplies 
when the building is left empty or un- 
xcupied without fires for long periods 


ipl 


during the day I met one instance 


f a burst boiler to a hot water system 
vhich had been caused by lack of in- 
rnal heat to the house, the occupier 

iving he could only afford to light 
boiler once each week owing to the 

igh price of fuel; the plumber told 
me that the internal room temperature 
the kitchen of this house was only 

17 deg. F when he was called in. I 
um afraid the plumber’s bill would be 
the equivalent of several tons of fuel. 
Che industry cannot be held respon- 
e for installations which have to 
et such conditions. 
Nonetheless I feel 


h sure we should 
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pay much more attention to lagging 
cold water pipes and “ dead-legs” of 
hot water systems than we do. In fact 
in the light of what I have seen this 
year it seems desirable that every such 
pipe should be lagged except in those 
rooms where constant heating at such 
temperatures as will ensure under the 
most adverse conditions at least 34 
deg F may be expected, which condi- 
tions seldom apply to sculleries, bath- 
rooms, w.c.s and very particularly to 
outside w.c.s. I am almost inclined 
to suggest that we should be wiser to 
spend such money as is now used to 
lag hot pipes on the lagging of the cold 
ones as being of great value as a long- 
term money saving. In roof spaces 
every cold water pipe and expansion 
pipe to hot water and heating systems 
should be lagged because in nearly 
every roof they are liable not only to 
low temperature but to draughts 
caused by wind penetrating the roof 
especially at the eaves. The cost of 
such lagging is relatively small com- 
pared with one return visit of the 
plumber, let alone a return visit every 
cold winter. 

The B.R.S. and M.o.W. published 
in 1948 and 1949 several leaflets on 
proper installations of hot and cold 
water systems and on each occasion 
drew special attention to lagging. I 
fear these have had only partial suc- 
cess as I have seen many recent in- 
stallations which have disregarded this 
advice. I am afraid the advice has 
been ignored because of the small 
extra first costs to installations but a 
few burst pipes can so easily cost land- 
lords and householders far more than 
has been saved. A particularly useful 
document was “Lagging” M.o.W. 
Advisory Leaflet No. 3 1949 
(H.M.S.O.) 

I have, incidentally, heard many 
complaints of the inadequacy of cen- 
tral heating installations during this 
very cdld weather. I believe in many 
instances this is because initial calcula- 
tions of heating surfaces have been 
based on outside temperatures of 32 
deg. F instead of on 20 deg. F or even 
lower so as to provide the margin 
needed for really cold weather. I 
think also there are inadequate allow- 
ances made for both glass areas and 
air leakage at windows and doors. 

I feel sure that with the enlarged 
window areas which are usual to-day 
much more attention should be paid 
to this effect on room heating in 
houses and flats. So much so that I 
feel we should give very serious atten- 
tion to the production and increased 
use of either double windows or 
double glazing; my inclinations are 
towards double windows as I think it 
idvantageous to have no surfaces of 
the windows continuous from outside 
to inside such as the sashes and glaz- 
ing bars; I doubt if the cost is very 
different between double windows and 
double glazing. 

It is obvious that whenever very 
cold weather occurs the building in- 
dustry becomes more unpopular than 

[Continued overleaf 
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This illustration shows, actual size, what is claimed to be the 
smallest expanded metal mesh in the world. Known as Mini-Mest 
it is produced by the Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., of London and 
West Hartlepool. The mesh is produced in strips 6in wide, almos 
any length required can be formed in Brass, Aluminium, Copper and ° 
Stainless Steel. Although this material was designed for use a 
a filtering agent, its decorative possibilities cannot be ignored 
both as a textured surface and as a medium for diffusing light 
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SERVICES 
ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES 
B 5/35 


The latest addition to the Sanders 
range of unbreakable plugs is the UP313 
it is a 13 amp, 3 pin fused plug made of 
the usual resilient rubber with a bakelice 
access cover to the fuse. Made by Wr 
Sanders & Co (Wednesbury) Ltd., of 
Wednesbury, Staffs, the plug complies AA 
with B.S.1363 and has been designed to . 
withstand the roughest use. Cost, 44s a 


dozen Di I'¢ H 





PLANT 
SPRAYING 
EQUIPMENT 
E 15/2 


The P.U.P. Major is the 
latest development in the 
range of portable compres 
sors made by Maxim En 
gineering Led., Charvil 
Works, Bath Road, Twyford 
Berks. The compressor 
which is powered by either 
petro! or paraffin, displaces 
13.5cu ft/min and can com 
press up to 150 Ib/sq in 
Cost, petrol model £110 5s 
£114 15s for the petro! 
paraffin model 
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STRUCTURE 
ROOFING 
A 10/7 


A plaster laminate, reinforced with fibreglass 
making a translucent sheet materal suitable for 
roofing Manufactured by Ashdowns Led 
Eccleston Works, St. Helens, Lancashire, the 
material is known as Undulite. It is made to matct 
the profiles of all the standard roofing materials 
corrugated galvanized iron, asbestos and R.PM 
sheets, and is available in a range of translucent 
colours. 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 18 Fel 


ruary 1954 


25 





Notes below give basic data of 
contracts open under locality and 
authority which are in bold type 
References indicate: (a) type of 
work, (b) address for application. 
Where no town is stated in the 








COLOURS 


YOU CAN 
DEPEND ON 
HARDENERS 
WATERPROOFERS 
DECORATIVE FINISHES 


JOSEPH FREEMAN, SONS & CO., LTD. 
LONDON, S.W./8. VANdyke 2432 








ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
FELT ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS 


LONDON E14 Ri) 


EASt 1441 


Produced in Sweden 


WINDOW BOXES 


Fabricated in 
Asbestos Cement Sheeting 


List of details and sizes on application 


DALTON, BALLARD & Co. Ltd. 
Fleet Place, Upper Park Rd., London, N.W.3 


Tel.: Primrose 5854 








HARDWOOD FLOORING 
“EX STOCK” 


Block orf rip Flooring in #, 1” and ti 
thicknesses the following species, grades 
suitable for Civic, Domestic and Factory Floors 

Agba, Anyan, Apa, Beech (English, American, 
Yugoslavian, Japanese), Birch (Finnish, Japanese), 
Ekki Emeri Greenheart, Guarea Gurjun 
Idigbo, Iroko, Jarrah, Kanluang, Keruing, Krabac 
Mahogany, Maple, Meranti, Muhuhu, Oak (English, 
American, Austrian, Japanese, Silky), Omu, Opepe, 
Podo, Ramin, Rauli, Sapeil, Sepitir, Serayah 

Teak, Walnut, etc. 


WILLIAM THORNTON & SONS, LTD. 


doinery Dept., 38, WELLINGTON ROAD, 
LIVERPOOL, 8 Tel.: Lark Lane 1921/4 


Grams : Thornpool, Liverpool 














CONTRACT 
° NEWS ° 


OPEN 
BUILDING 


ADLINGTON U.C. (a) 16 houses, Fair 
View Housing Estate. (b) Frank Bradley, 
Penny Bank Chambers, 4, Wood Street, 
Boltor 2gns e) Feb. 23. 
BARNET U.C. a) Sports pavilion, 
Grange Playing Fields, Ridgeview Close 
b) Engineer and Surveyor, Ravenscroft 
House, Wood Street e) March 6, 
BEDFORDSHIRE C.C. (a) Police houses 
P Ridgmont and Lidlington 
1 house with office on each site); Evers 
1 house with office and garage); 
3 pairs of semi-detached 
hous b) County Architect, Shire 
Ha Bedford d) Feb. 22 


dington, 


BERKSHIRE C.C. a) 3 classrooms, 
loakrooms and lavatories, Tilehurst Calcot 
Primary School. (b) County Architect, 
Wilton House, Parkside Road, Reading. 
gns ¢) March 8 

BILLERICAY U.C. (a) Park café Lake 
Meadows Recreation Ground. (b) Coun 
Surveyor, Council Offices. (c) 2gns 
Feb. 25 

BIRMINGHAM C.C, a) (1) 20 2- 
torey dwellings at Slade Lane, Yardley 
Wood; (2 17 2-storey dwellings at 
Metchley Grange Estate, Harbourne; (3) 
15 3-storey flats at Edenbridge Road, 
Hall Green b) City Architect, Civic 
Centre, 1 2gns each contract. (d) 
Feb. 19 e) March 22. 

BISHOP AUCKLAND U.C. (a) 106 
hous¢ n north-western section of Wood 
ise Close Estate. (b) Council’s Archi 
t, 50, North Bongate. (c) 2gns. (d) 


> 


he 
t 
I 


) 
et U 


* . 


BOURNEMOUTH B.C. (a) (1) 12 pairs 
of houses, Kinson Estate; (2) 4 blocks of 
terrace houses, and (3) 3 blocks of 4 
m West Howe Estate. (b) Borough 

tect, Town Hall. (c) 2gns each con- 

1) March 16; (2) and (3) 


. . . 
CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH U.C. a) 
Adaptation of former High Peak Hospital 
Council Offices and installation of a 
heating system b) Engineer and 
yor, 27, Market Street. (c) 2gns. 
; = 
DARTFORD B.C. (a) 86 dwellings and 
: rag forming part of scheme 6, 
Temple Hill Neighbourhood Unit. b) 
Town Clerk, High Street c) 2gns. (e) 
LA r } ~ 


DERBY B.C. (a) (1) 2’shops and 2 flats, 
Enfield Road, Mackworth Estate; (2) 6 
ho ind 6 flats, Drayton Avenue, Mack- 
vorth Estate b) Borough Architect, 
Cou House, Corporation Street. Cc) 
2g 1) March 1 e) April 7. 

EAST RIDING C.C a) Alterations at 
1) I y Police Station and (2) Hessle 
Pol Station b) County Architect, 
( inty Hall, Beverley (c) «fl e) 
March & 


address it is the some as the | 
given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
last date for application, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders, Full 
details of contracts marked ¥& are 
given in the advertisement section. 





PUDLO 


Trade Mark 





Registered 
BRAND 


CEMENT WATERPROOFING POWDER 


USED IN PORTLAND CEMENT 
CONCRETE AND RENDERINGS 
TO EXCLUDE OR RETAIN WATER 


WRITE FOR DIRECTIONS BOOK 
To -— 


KERNER-GREENWOOD & CO., LTD. 
KING'S LYNN 


Sole Proprietors ard Manufacturers 


THE MOST RELIABLE FIRE CEMENT 
18 ‘ FEUSOL ’—have you tried it? 
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VERMICULITE 
for 


_ Lightweight Insulation 





ROOF SCREEDS 
FLOOR SCREEDS 


PLASTERING 
(Thermal & Acoustic) 


LOOSE FILLING 





also 





Pre-Cast Partition Blocks 
Suspended Ceiling Panels 
Pre-Cast Steel Cladding 


DOHM wo 


167, VICTORIA STREET, $.W11 
VIC 1823 (6 lines) 
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EAST SUSSEX C.C. (a) Fire station, 
Battle. (b) County Architect, County 
Hall, Lewes. (d) Feb. 20. (e) March 26. 
EAST SUSSEX C.C. (a) Erection of 
Cuckfield Secondary School. (b) County 
Architect, County Hall, Lewes, (d) Feb. 
20. (e) March 26. 
EAST SUSSEX C.C. (a) Additional class- 
room and staff accommodation at Herst- 
monceux C. of E. School. (b) County 
Architect, County Hall, Lewes. (d) Feb. 
20. (e) March 26. 


ERITH B.C. (a) Construction in rein- 

forced concrete of an underground report 

and control centre, (b) Borough Engi- 

neer, Town Hall. (c) £1 1s. (e) March 9. 
* 


GRIMSBY B.C. (a) (1) 37 houses, 
Grange Estate; (2) 31 houses, Fletcher 
Road Estate. (b) Borough Engineer, 
Municipal Offices, Town Hall Square. (c) 
£2. (e) March 2, 

*HAVANT AND WATERLOO U.C. 
(a) 32 houses, Purbrook Housing Estate. 
(b) Engineer and Surveyor, Council 
Offices, 1, Park Road North, Havant. (c) 
3gns. (e) March 8. See page 30. 
HAVERHILL U.C. (a) 3-storey block 
of 8 flats and 2 lock-up shops, with out- 
buildings and a range of 7 garages, Beech 
Grove, Parkway Estate. (b) J. C. Myers, 
High Street. (c) 3gms, (e) March 1. 


HAYDOCK U.C. (a) 38 houses, Church 
Road site. (b) Council’s Surveyor, Coun- 
cil Offices. (c) 3gns. (e) March 22. 

HEYWOOD B.C. (a) Extension of con- 
veniences at Heap Bridge. (b) Borough 
Engineer, Municipal Buildings. (c) Ign. 
(e) Feb, 27 


HOLYWELL U.C. (a) 14 pairs of 
houses, Meadowville Estate, with paths, 
fences, drains and branch water mains. 
(b) Engineer and Surveyor, Town Hall, 
Holywell, Flintshire. (c) £2, (e) March 8. 
7 * * 
IPSWICH B.C. (a) 20 houses and 20 
bungalows in pairs and blocks, Maiden- 
hall Estate. (b) Borough Engineer, 19, 
Tower Street. (c) 3gns. (d) Feb. 19. (e) 
March 25, 


LONDON—FINCHLEY B.C. (a) Con- 
struction of new entrance gates, pay 
boxes, paving and fencing at the Finchley 
Football Club Ground, Summers Lane, 
N.12. (b) Borough Engineer, 294-6, 
Regents Park Road, N.3. (c) £2. (e) 
March 3 


LONDON—WEST HAM B.C, (a) (Con- 
tract No. 157) 30 maisonnettes at St. 
Thomas Road, E.16, (b) Borough Archi- 
tect, 70, West Ham Lane, London, E.15. 
(c) 2gns. (d) Feb. 20 
LUTON B.C. (a) Erection of William 
Austin School. (b) Borough Engineer, 
Town Hall. (c) 2gns. (e) March 10. 


MANSFIELD B.C. (a) 7 bungalows, 
Bright Square, Bull Farm Housing Estate. 
(b) Borough Engineer, Carr Bank. (c) 
2gns. (e) March 8. 


MELTON MOWBRAY U.C. (a) Con- 
struction of a reinforced concrete cham- 
ber and above it a brick-built recorder 
house at refuse disposal works. (b) 
Messrs. W. H. Radford and Son, Albion 
Chambers, King Street, Nottingham. (c) 
2gns. (e) March 15. 
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ROLLING 
SHUTTERS 


| & GRILLES e IRON DOORS 

STAIRCASES © LIFTS 

COLLAPSIBLE GATES 
a 


KENOVAL HOUSE 
226-230, FARMERS ROAD 
LONDON, S.E.5. Phone: RELiance 4266 


al 
MODELS BY Est. 1883 
} 


John B. THORP 


98, GRAYS INN RD., 
R w.c.1. 
TOWN PLANNING. _ 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS. Telephone 
ESTATES AND INTERIORS. HOLborn 10/1 














EX 
ALTRINDA 
DAMPCOURSE 


Supplied From Stock 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 


LONDON E14 EASt 1441 


London's Finest news secondhand Value 
ARCHITECTS PLAN CHESTS 


(6 Weed OFF ice 
Filing Cabinets 
Safes Chairs ett 











“QUITFIRE” 


Fire-proofed (Class I-B.S. 
476/32 Amendment No. 2) 
and/or termite-proofed 
Fibre Insulation Board can 
be supplied by :— 


§.0. Rudkin & Co. Lid. 


Plantation House 
Mincing Lane E.C.3 


MANsion House 4406 (3 lines) 


























MORLEY B.C 
Garden House 


NEWCASTLE-UNDE 
County Prima I 
Crackley Ban! 
Borough | 


MA 


NORFOLK C.( 
tat Secondary 


NORTH RIDING C.C 
Ward and Pa 
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PORATION hoy , f 
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Manager, Shotto Ha I kd ( 


Durham 
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Lane te, Rot 
Me I R A Ka 
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1 of Abbotts Far 
urveyor, Burford 
gn c Mar 
SCOTLAND 
nous¢ n 

§ Roodland t A 
Lown ‘ rk, Hadd 


HADDINGTON B.( 
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SHEPSHED U.( 


Messr McCart! 
Forest Road, 
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Dt 
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vellings, Pedmore | 
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| 
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LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 


J. W. GRAY & SON LTD. 
TUDOR HOUSE, PRINCETON STREET, 
BEDFORD ROW, LONDON, W.C.| 


ary 1954 


STROUD R.C. (a) 13 dwellings, Middle 
Yard, Kings Stanley, near Stroud. (b) 
Council’s Clerk, Council Offices, John 
Street r 2gns 
I ADC ASTER R.C. (a) 12 houses and 
rnal works, Bishopthorpe. (b) Messrs. 
my Steel and Owen, 7, Greek 
Looms, l c) 2gns e) Feb. 26. 
Tt NBRIDGE WELLS B.C. a) 30 
Ises < 1erwood Estate. (b) Borough 
own Hall c) 2gns 


PLACED 


on contracts placed state locality and 
ty in bold type with (1) type of work, 


HIGH QUALITY 


WHITE FACING 
BRICKS 


(S.P.W. BRAND) 


As supplied to the WAR OFFICE, H.M. 
MINISTRY of WORKS, AIR MINISTRY, 
Etc. 


Sample and Brochure 
sent on request 


site, (3) name of contractor and address, 
ymount of tender or estimate. + denotes 


$ T E E P L E J A C K S that work may not start pending final 


cceptance, or obtaining of licence, or 
ition of tenders, etc. 


BRIG H rON 7 ORPORATION. (1) 204 


houses, etc 2) Craven Vale 


& SONS, LTD. 
Estat 3 wt Miller and Partners, 


BULWELL - NOTTINGHAM 
Lewes Road, Brighton, 7, and Suf- 


Street, London, S.W.1. (4) £360,000. B.A. 


Telephone : Chancery 8701/2 


M. MSCARTHY 











TO Ait BSS 


R.1. ND T.P.1. 
QUALIFYING EXAMINATIONS 


Cc. W. BOX 


F.R.1.B.A., M.R.San.1., A.l.Seruct.&. 


Courses of instruction by correspondence and 
personal tuition in studio including Testimonies of 
Study and Professional Practice. 
11S GOWER STREET, W.C.!. Tel.: EUS. 3906 


COVERITE BANSTEAD JOINT COMMITTEE. 
(ASPHALTERS) LTO 1) 150 flat 2) Banstead, Surrey. (3) 
PALACE GATES STN, 22 Bowes Port IR? [ Cartwright, Ltd., 9, Streatham 


London, S.W.16 4) 














WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL. 
tract 2 of housing. (2) Churchill 

3) M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), 

North Cheam, Surrey. (4) £622,641. 


WE LLING sBOROU GH U.D.C. (1) 


flats, maisonnettes. (2) Croyland 
FOR oordl ‘if FLOORS Ha all rm 3) Drabble Construction, 


Chambers, Rushden. (4) 
MINTON HOLLINS LTD. Patent Tileworks, Stoke-on-Trent 





ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
COPPERTRINDA 


The Best Dampcourse yet produced 


Se). isle). Me aL | EASt 1441 











When prefabrication 


Permanently leasing 
PERMACOTE 


SATIN EMULSION PAINT 
FOR WALLS & CEILINGS 


A liquid. Plastic 
Coating 


PRIMER UNDERCOAT 
FINISH ALL IN ONE 
For interior i exteriors use 
PERMA( OTE uitable for 
almost porous or 
non-porou uding wood, 
plaster I 
sheeting 1eWwOTr wall 
board, brick Easily 
applied and ver ick drying, 
PERMACOTI perfect 
satin finish for walls and ceil- — oo 
ings. It is odour washable, HALLS * CLUBS * OFFICES * 
elastic and dural it resists esher framed limber covered or asbestos covered, 

fire and 18 availat na wide , , , {1 10’ SPANS 6’ 7’ 8 and 10’ EAVES 


10’ 12’ 16° 20° 26° and 
Varicty ol tour i ics- and design to your specification) 


(or any size 
Criptiyv leatict and o1our 
chart ont 
Where a gi 


use SOL Hard Gi 


is required , 





‘ consult 
THORNS 


sa good example 





as Destos 
This hospital extension, supplic 1 by Thorns, 
of planning by an architect whose resourcefulness in adapting 
Thorns buildings, fully lient for immediate 


extra accommodation at an econo 








met the needs of his « 
mical price 
ery suitah ¢ for 


PAVILIONS * LIGHT INDUSTRY 





We shall be ple wed to send details and prices. 


J. THORN & SONS, LTD. (Dept. 113) 
Brampton Road, Bexleyheath, Kent. (Bexleyheath 305) 


required 


Sole Manufacturers 


SOLIGNUM LTD., 














_ Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2 








PERMALUME (Aluminium & Hessian Base) 
HOUSING (Fibre Base) 
LEAD-BITU (Lead & Hessian or Fibre Base) 
PERMASEAL (Hessian Base) 


ASBEX (Asbestos Base) 





Also WATERSEAL (Reinforced Slaters’ Underlining) 


SAMPLES 
AND 
PRICES 
FROM 


PERMANITE LIMITED 
[Sere meso) jem ey. Vem mel, isle). mm a: 
Works: LONDON and HERTFORD 


Telephone: ADVANCE 4477 (10 LINES) 
Telegrams: PERMAPHALT EASPHONE, LONDON 
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The light fitting is way up in th 
out of reach. No ladder 
scopic gadget was used 
been regularly serviced 
The answer to this myster 
L.E.F. Raising and I 
Gear has been installed 
By simply operating a 
veniently placed hand wir 
the most inaccessible light 
high buildings, in theatr 
airfield hangars, in 
thoroughfares can be lower 
by L.E.F. gear for qui 
convenient maintenal 
just as easily raised agai 
L.E.F. Raising and Loweri: 
Gear is an economical 
position that calls for 
careful investigation 
Send today for 
catalogue. 

JUBILEE 1904-1954 | 


— ei 





LONDON ELECTRIC FIRM LTD. 


SOUTH CROYDON SURREY ls 








‘CALLOW ROCK’ 


Gas-burnt 


WHITE LIME 


is a Non-hydraulic, Class A 
‘Quicklime for Plastering 


Finishing Coat, Coarse Stuff 
and Building Mortar, 


conforming to British Standard 
Specification No. 890—1940 


The Callow Rock Lime 
Company, Ltd. 


Cheddar, Somerset 








SIGNS & LETTERS 
IN ALL METALS & FINISHES 
Consult 
H. ASTLEY & Co. Ltd. 


EGRET MILL, ASHTON-U-LYNE 


Tel.: 205¢ 














Tc VRITE Fe 
( STAINING f 
Z TRAY » 
WIREWORK 
PATTERNS 


METAL LATTICE WOVEN WIRE 


F. W. POTTER & SOAR LTD. 
PHIPP STREET LONDON E.C.2 


Bishopsgate 2177 + lines 
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ROOF SUPPORTING SYSTEM 





S2ft. spans at a Portsmouth factor ects 
General Contractors—Messr 


The Hotchkiss System of Roof Supporting Units is completely 
flexible in application. The units are supplied in any span and 
are designed for all types of flat and lightweight roofs 


@ Less cost than solid joist construction 


Arc welded steel tubular or rod fabrication 
to British Standard Specifications. 


@ 
@® Extreme ease of erection. 
* 


Calculations provided for Local Authorities 
approval. 


We invite you to send us your spec fic enquir 


HOTCHKISS (EASTBOURNE) LTD. 


ASHFORD RD., EASTBOURNE, SUSSEX. Tel. 24245 








Telephone 
ENField 4877/8 


Telegrams 
Quality, Enfield 


SHUTTER CONTRACTORS 


LTD. 
LINCOLN WORKS 


ENFIELD 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Quality 
ROLLING SHUTTERS 


IN STEEL, WOOD & 
ALUMINIUM ALLOY 


FOR ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS 


APPROVED MANUFACTURERS TO 
F.O.C. AND L.C.C. REQUIREMENTS 


CONTRACTORS TO 
H.M. GOVERNMENT—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES, COUNCILS 
PRINCIPAL RAILWAYS, INSTITUTIONS 
Etc. 














> Wal 
ma - -_ ~~ 
= a > 7 
ees teeeeeeeseeaeeeeeeeeeeeee® 


eeeeece & Everyone to his own taste say we—Some 
prefer the “ good old fashioned ” and some “ the latest 
thing”’ and so it should be. But when it comes to fireplaces 
we must admit to being prejudiced, not so much in the 
appearance as in the mechanics of the thing. No matter 
what surround is installed we are convinced that the 
AIRDUN convector fire is a really practical appliance 
to incorporate ; as outwith radiating heat in the normal 
way it convects a continuous supply of warm air to 
other needful parts of the house and its simplicity makes 
it easily fit into the design. If you have a heating problem 
why not write and let us advise you while it’s still 
in"the planning stages ? 


a 
agrees 


| ANRDUN CONVECTOR FIRE 


For full particulars write to 
ALEXANDER DUNN LIMITED 
Uddingston, Scotland. Telephone: Uddingston 500 





OFFICIAL 
APPOINTMENTS 


Rate 16 per line, minimum 3- 


THE ARCHITECT and Buildin; 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
e CONTRACTS ° TENDERS 


Close for press Ist post Monday for folloning Thursday Issue 





APPOINTMENTS 


The engagement of persons answering these ad- 
wertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc., 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 
ployer is excepted from the provisions of The 
Notification of Vacancies Order 1952 





CITY OF BIRMINGHAM. 
CITY ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMEN' 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the following 
4% new appointments 

(a) QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
1X (£815-£935 p.a.) 

(b) QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
VIII (£760-£835 p.a.) 

(c) ASSISTANT QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
Grade A.?.T. V (£595-£645. p.a.) 

(d) QUANTITY SURVEYOR'S ASSISTANT 
Grade A.P.T. IV (£555-£600 p.a.) 


For appointments ; 

(a), (b), (c). Applicants must hold the Associate 
Membership of the Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors (Quantity Section) or equivalent qualifica- 
tion and, for (a) and (b), have had extensive 
experience in a Quantity Surveyor’s Office. 

(d). Applicants must hold the Intermediate 
Examination of the R.1.C.S. (Quantity Section) or 
equivalent qualification 

The posts are permanent, superannuable, subject 
to a medical examination and to one month's 
notice on either side 

Applications, endorsed with the heading of the 
post, stating age, qualifications and experience, 
together with the names of two persons to whom 
reierence can be made, should reach the under 
signed not later than the 6th March, 1954 

Canvassing disqualifies 

A.G 


Grade A.P.T 


A.P.T 


Grade 


SHEPPARD FIDLER, 
City Architect 


Birmingham, 1. [7676 


Civic Centre, 





BOROUGH OF COLCHESTER. 


rEMPORARY ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSISTANT. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the appoint 
ment: of TEMPORARY ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSISTANT in the Borough Engineer's Depart 
ment at a salary in accordance with A.P.T. Grades 
II-III, £495-£570 per annum (£520-£595 as from 
Ist April, 1954) according to qualifications and 
experience 
Applicants should have passed the Intermediate 
Examination of the R , or its equivalent, and 
be capable of preparing working drawings, site 
surveys and levels and preferably have had experi 
ence in connection with Local Authority Housing 
Schemes. The appointment will be subject to the 
Local Government Superennuation Act, 1937, and 
the successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination 


The appointment will be 
month's notice on either side 


terminable by one 


age, qualifications and ex 
perience, accompaniec by copies of not more than 
two recent testimonials, must reach the Borough 
Engineer, 1, West Stockwell Street, Colchester, not 
later than Monday, Ist March, 1954 

Canvassing will disqualify, and candidates must 
state whether they are related to any member or 
senior officer of the Council 
N. CATCHPOLE, 

Town Clerk 


Applications statin 


Town Hall, 
Colchester 


9th February, 1954 [7678 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. APPOINTMENTS—contd. 





LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCII 


PADDINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 


BUILDING SURVEYING ASSISTANT, § 

x £15-—-£595. Practical knowledge of build 
ing construction, experienced surveying sites as 
buildings, repair and conversion of civic and re 
dential properties, capable of preparing plan 
specifications and estimates of costs and of supe: 
vision. Advanced stage of preparation for R.I.C.S 
an advantage Write Town Clerk (A.14 Pad 
dington, W.2, age, qualifications, present and past 
appointments with dates and salaries, name 
three referees by 8th March, 1954 684 


CONTRACTS 





URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL Of 


CITY OF BIRMINGHAM HAVERHILI 


CITY ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 


A PPLICAT IONS are invited for the f 


appointments 

(a) CHIEF ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 
Grade A.P.T. IX (£815/£935 p.a \ hig 
standard in the planning and design of ne 
schools is required 
ASSISTANT ARCHITECT Grade A.P.1 
VIII (£760/£835 pa Applicant 
possess extensive knowledge in the la 
and design of municipal housing scheme 
ASSISTANT ARCHITECT Grade A.P.1 
VII (£710/£785 pa Applicants must 
have had considerable experience in th: 
design and erection of large 
Experience of school buildings 
but not essential 


} j 
houl 


bullding 
preferable 


Applicants must hold the Associate Members! 
of the R.I.B.A., or equivalent qualification 
The posts are permanent, superannuable, sul 
ject to a medical examination and to one mont! 
notice on either side 
Applications, endorsed with the heading of the 
post, stating age, present post and salary, qualifica 
tions and experience, together with the names 
two persons to whom reference can be made 
should reach the undersigned not later than Marc! 
6th, 1954 
Canvassing disqualifies 
A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER 
ity Architect 
Civic Centre, Birmingham, 1 68 





BOROUGH OF OLDBURY 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the appoint 
ment of QUANTITY SURVEYOR, Grade 
A.P.T. VIII in the Architects’ Section of 
Borough Surveyor’s Department 
The Corporation's building programme comprises 
mixed development of houses, maisonettes and 
flats, shopping centres, development of the Central! 
Clearance Areas for multi-storey flats and general 
buildin 
Candidates for this 


the 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


work for all Committees a 7 


appointment should be IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT’ 


Chartered Quantity Surveyors, possessing a 

thorough knowledge of building contract proce 

dure and have administrative ability; be experi I OMPETI1 
enced in the preparation of estimates, preparing MPERIAL PA 
specifications and bills of quantities, valuation for ADD ABABA 
interim certificates and settling final accounts f 

all types of Local Authority building contracts 

The appointment will be superannuable, sub 
ject to the National Conditions of Service and 1 
the selected candidate passing a medical examina 
tion. 

Applications, giving particulars of age 
tions and experience, with the names of tw 
referees, should be delivered to the undersigned 
not later than Monday, Ist March, i954 

Housing accommodation will be available to 
married applicants if this is required 


KENNETH PEARCE, 


Town Clerk 


qualifica 


rH! 
rHE 


4 


Municipa! Buildings, OW! : 
OLDBURY 


6th February, 1954 
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AUCTION SALE 





VACANT POSSESSION 
AISTOW—SEWELL STREET 
FREEHOLD 

STRIAL COLONY 
having a total 


Site area of 43,£O00ft super 


IND( 


Modern Building 2,190ft sug 
Modern Building 3,890ft suf 
Composite Building 3,648ft 
Site 9,746ft sup 
Site 5,700ft sup 
Site 7,000ft sup 
i to Auction as a whole 
HAROLD E. LEVI & CO 
at 
se, Old Broad 
n 
rsday, March 


at 2.0 


PARTICULARS & CONDITONS OF SALI 
Solicitors 
srs. Pearce & Davi 
het Grove, Upton Park E.¢ 
GRAngewood 2652 
e Auctioneers Office 
Bridge Road, London, E.! 
tone 1171-4 


MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 





RATE : 1/6d. per line, minimum 3/-, average 
line 6 words. Each paragraph charged 
separately 

BOX NOS. add 2 words plus |/- for registra- 
tion and forwarding replies which should 
be addressed c/o, ‘‘ The Architect & 
Building News,’’ Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.1. 

PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances payable 
to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.|I. 

No snnanenaet w.icmetecteh for errors 


‘ARCHITECTURAL APPOIN T- 
MENTS VACANT 


of ’ 
pe 
m 





IES now 
keen 
apply 
unqualified 
experience salary 
Reference OSS. 19 
architect, 30-4 


£960 p.a pas 


OCVERS! AS VACANG exist in 
following offices Only 
of proven ability should 
SALISBURY two 
assistants everai 
p.a., plus bonu fare out 
KITWI senior assistant 
administrative experience, salary 
wuit—Reference OSS. 37/8 
NAIROBI 
enced alar 


eme 


experienced 
architectu 
years 


architectural 
approx £660 bonus pensior 
leave sch passage out——-Reference OSS. 1 

W rite further information, quoting appr 
priate reference number to OVERSEAS TECH 
NICAL SERVICI Welidon Crescent, Harr 


¢ 


three 


assistants 


Londo 
contre 
Salary 


( PPORTUNITY established per 
Architect experienced in 
supervising argc ontracts 


experience Box 3323 


RCHITECTT Assistant wit! 
4 ence require Salary £3M 
stating age, training and experience 
Earp & Badger, L./AR.I.B.A 


Stratford-on-A 


RAI iffice 


TNIVERSITY Dapeaeen, soem 
assis‘ant, wid ariety of interes 
Applicant h 
least ev office 
ledge of ruction and be 
W rite 


ence, t B 


[JNIVERSI7" : s Departmen 
Estate A agement require the ‘ 
experienced architectura assistant 


R.1.B 


attractive 
xperience 
accurate 
jetails of training 


ambridg¢ 


Examinati 
prac 
accord t i nd 

three tes 
Trumpington Street 
Saturday, Febr 


Cambridge 
1954 


1954 


SrTU ATIONS VACANT 


igement of persons answering these ad- 
be made through the local office 
nistry of Labour and National Service, etc., 
is @ man aged 18-64 or a woman 
inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 
excepted from the provisions of The 
of Vacancies Order 1952 


nis must 


applicant 


NISSEN HUTS, ETC. 


| ECONDITIONED 
factured buildings, 
type, hall type, etc., all 
call or telephone 
Lid., Dept. 32, 
Kent Tel. Erith 





ex-Army huts and 
timber, asbestos, 
sizes and prices 
Universal Supplies 
Crabtree Manorway 
2948 


manu 
Nissen 
Write, 
Belvedere), 
Belvedere 
{0120 





.N firm ofl 
; 


Architects 
ifie Quantity 
S. Partner at 
Overseas 


and Surveyors 
Surveyor to work 
Kitwe.—Further par 
Technical Service 5, 
cent, Harrow [7672 


OXYGE N COMPANY, Lid 
Senior Female Tracer 
have at least six years’ practical 
reply giving full details of age 
experience to Dept. A. 0706 
Ltd Bridgewater House 
James's, London, S.W.1. [7679 
timator/Surveyor wanted by 
builders of medium size. All 
taken, applicant must be able 
from initial stage to final account 
yssibilities of a financial interest 
1 is pensionable after normal 
Write, giving age, full details of 
lary required, to Box 3463. [7675 
Re presentative, age 30-40 
experience, required by old 
well-known manufacturing com 
ndon Architects. An ability to 
off quantities is essential; the 
will be a well-educated man of 
ound background and will 

ing connections with the archi 
building industry Write 

f education, business experience 
(7682 


RITISH 


ancy for a 


with 


neration, to Box 3522 








WORK REQUIRED 





new, and stone clean 
wanted, large or small contracts Est 
A. Kirby & Sons, 21, Mashiters 
Essex Tel. Romford 7642 
(7577 
hardwood or softwood, 
snks, schools and office, joinery purpose made, 
joors in oak Write for estimate enclosing 
letails to A. W. Blake, c/o Messrs. D 
Mayplace Road East, Bexleyheath, Kent 
[7630 
heraldic 
signwriters 
London, N.W.1 
[7666 


Pp INTING work, old or 


v years 
H Romford 


IINERY to specification 


AND signs, gilding, wall signs, 
mze plates, glass writing, 
8, Osnaburgh St 





FOR SALE 





ach, 1939, good order 
ing abroad; £175 


Beeston, 


throughout, 
o.n.o.—D. Ham 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk 
(7631 
Embossed, and Em- 
umerous designs 
Ltd., 60, Pownall Rd., 
[0086 


Plain and 
aments ‘ 


Mills 








PLANT FOR HIRE 





IDE mechanical shovels, 

ntract, with 
required with 
nros Wharf, 


lel. Greenwich 


Major type, by 
drivers; upping 
shovels,_—Henry 
Tunnel Ave 

0072-3. [0138 


WANTED 











istrial spraying distemper, 
colour or cellulose 

t la, Whitton 
H 9615 


soft or 
per yard or 
Waye, Whitton, 
(7674 





BU SINESS & PROPERTY 





Kensington, S.W in the City 
Entire office buildin 5,340 
ling one of 700 sq fe com 

ighout; rental £2,750 p.a 
& Partners, 15, South Molton 
[7680 


INSURANCE 





rECTS Indemnity Insurance 
Please write for Proposal Form to 
AXBY Incorporated Insurance 
Carfax, Horsham, Sussex. Tel 


effected 


Broker, 
990 
[7660 





MISCELLANEOUS 





NARROW trench buckets to suit all makes of 


excavators in any specified cutting widths, and 
lightweight heavy duty dragline buckets for ) t 
} cu. yd. capacity; sale or hie, quick delivery 

Manufacturers, Nortons Plant Hire, Ramsden, Bil 
lericay, Essex Tel. Ramsden Heath 365 {013 


DEMOLITION 








DEMOLITION AND CLEARANCE 


‘WATCH IT COME DOWN 
By SYD 35 tf & SONS 
282, BARING Pe EE, S.E.12 TEL. LEE 


sie 
OLD PROPER ry BOUGHT FOR SALVAGI 
¢ 


{0139 








BOOKS, ETC, 





PLANNING: The Architect's Handbook,” 7th 
Edition. By S. Rowland Pierce, V.P.R.1.B.A 
Dist.T.P., Rome Scholar in Architecture, and 
Patrick Cutbush, A.R.1.B.A., A.A.Dip., A.L.L.A 
R.1.B.A., Alfred Bossom Gold Medallist. An indis 
pensable reference for all who plan and design 
buildings, providing essentials of plan types and he 
more important details. 32 sections, all fully illus 
trated, cover concisely almost every type of building 
the architect is likely to encounter 30/- net from 
all booksellers. By post 31/6 from The Publishing 
Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., London, S8.B.1 


PLASTICS Progress: Papers and Discussions at 

British Plastics Convention, 1953." The 
text of this book is based on the papers given by) 
leading experts at the 1953 British Plastics 
vention, and includes a report on the discussion 
which followed each paper. Providing an up-to 
date record of contemporary technological develop 
ments and useful information on modern applica 
tions, the volume should be studied by every 
producer and user of plastics products. 50/- net 
from all booksellers. By post 51/4 from The 
Publishing Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St 
London, S.E.1 


sia ( YONSTRUCTIONAL 

* tee: A 
Students.” By 
British 


Con 


Steelwork Shop Prac 
Textbook for Apprentices and 
John Farrell. (Published for the 
Constructional Steelwork Association.) A 
practical work covering every stage of operations 
in this industry Includes information on: the 
reading of constructional engineering drawings; 
the template shop; work of the piater in marking 
off and assembly; processes of fabricating steelwork; 
inspection, checking and maintenance, etc. 15 

net from all booksellers. By post 15/6 from The 
Publishing Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St 

London, S.E.1 


: ARCHITECTS’ Detail Sheets.” Edited by 

Edward D. Mills, F.R.I.B Provides 
specially prepared «cale detail drawings and photo 
graphs showing how contemporary British and 
foreign designers have combined the twin essentials 
of good construction and satisfactory appearance 
The selected examples cover a wide range of prob 
lems from windows and door openings to stair 
cases, fireplaces and internal fittings and furniture 
Contains 96 reference sheets in all. 25/- net from 
ill booksellers. By post 26/2 from The Publishing 
Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., London, 8.E.1 


*“TEELS in Modern Industry A Comprehen 

sive Survey by 29 Specialist Contributors.” 
General Editor: W. E. Benbow An invaluable 
guide for engineers, designers and draughtsmen; it 
specifies the steels best used in various engineer 
ing applications (bearing in mind the present need 
for economy), describes their general and special 
properties and characteristics, and 
be surface finished for anti-corrosive and 
purposes. 42/- net from all booksellers. By 
43/2 from The Publishing Dept Dorset 
Stamford St., London, 


- ASIC Surveys for Planning.” Edited by the 

Association for Planning and Regional Recon 
struction by Jacqueline Tyrwhitt, A.LL.A., 
A.M.T.P.1., and W. L. Waide, D.T P (London), 
AM.T.P.I In this book a group of specialists 
attempts to explain the purposes of basic surveys 
for planning, with the requirements of the new 
planning legislation in mind. A critical examination 
is made of how the new planning code has been 
applied in both towns and country. 5/- net from 
all booksellers. By post 5/3 from The Publishing 
Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., London, 8.E.1 
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THE ARCHITECT and Building Ne 





POST-WAR REBUILDING 
PORTLAND STONE 
MONKS PARK STONE 





Head Office : LONDON OFFICE: 
BATH eee ry Grosvenor Gardens House S.V.! 
Tel.: 3248-9 EF Tel.: ViCtoria 9182-3. 


THE BATH AND PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LTD. 


COURSES for all R. Il. 6. A. EXAMS 


Postal tuition in History ° 

Calculations, Materials ¢ onstructio Stru 
Hygiene, Specifications Professiona Practice 

etc. Also in general educational subjects 

ELLIS SonOot OF ARCHITECTURE 
Principal: A Waters G.M., F.R.1.B.A 
103C, OLD BROMPTON ROAD LONDON, 8 Ww 7 
Phone: KEN. 4477 a Worceste 


RINGMER BUILDING 
WORKS, LTD. 


BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 


Joinery Specialists 


RINGMER : LEWES : SUSSEX 




















Telephone : Lewes 30 
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24la HIGH "STREET ACTON | LONDON, W. 3. Full information including details of length of courses and times of opening 


elephone: ACORN 6035-6-7 











L THE SECRETARY (Dept. AB Telephone: WEStern 1546 





e XXX 6 COLLEGE OF ESTATE MANAGEMENT 


Ss eecetstats : , 
ee ee DAY, EVENINGand POSTAL courses for certain of the Examinations of 


THE ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
RR 4 (including the Valuations, and the Building Surveying and Quantity 


BS 5558 ee 4 A, DAY and POSTAL courses for the Examinations for the 
S456 it , 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON DEGREE OF 8B.Sc ESTATE 


POSTAL courses for the Examinations of the 


PERMA A FENCE | LIMITED INSTITUTION OF MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS 


(Incorporated by Royal Charter 


t. Alban’s Grove, Kensington, W.8. 


Surveying Sections 


AGEMENT 


THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE 
THE TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 


from 











INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 


Official Notices, Tenders, Auction, Legal and Miscellaneous Appointments on pages 30 and 3! 
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Contractors; Messrs, McCarthy, Cape Town 


A REINFORCED concrete st ture with Barrel 


Vault Roof for industrial purpose his photograph shows 


. 


the light clean dustproof interior of I barrel south- , . ss 
TWIsTEEL 
light building to house the workshops for the Power Station 


' REINFORCEMENT LTD. 
at Zwartkops, South Africa. 


TWISTEEL REINFORCED CONCRETE ENGINEERS 


4ND SUPPLIERS OF REINFORCING STEELS 


BIRMINGHAM AiMA Streret, Smetuwick, 40. Tel: Smethwick 1991 
GLASGOW 19 St VINCENT Piace, Gtiascow, C.1 Tel: City 65904 


House, Matin Reer Roan, Inpustaia, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 
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MELTING SHOP BUILDING - ABBEY WORKS - MARGAM < GLAM. 


The Steel Company of Wales Ltd. 
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T. BEYNON & CO., LD.., LONDON OFFICE 


EMPIRE HOUSE, CARDIFF “ BEVIS MARKS HOUSE 
Lg eae BEVIS MARKS, E.C.3 


Grams: Beynon, Fen 


rams : Beyno ardiff Phone ardiff 2943 





